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“It is appointed unto men once to 

die, but after this the judgment” 

(Hebrews 9:27).

The natural death which comes 

to all people is not the end of 

everything! Even those who try 

to tell us there is no life after 

death are not so sure themselves. 

Doubts and fears often flash 

through the minds of those who 

try to forget God. Yet deathbed 

confessions prove that most 

atheists are not atheists all the 

time—at least not when death 

stares them in the face. . . .

I once heard about an infidel who 

changed his mind after the verse 

of Hebrews 9:27 was quoted to 

him repeatedly. A conviction 

that becomes stronger and 

stronger as people approach the 

end of the road, tells them that 

they will have to stand before 

the judgment seat of God. Yes, 

the rich and poor, the learned 

and the unlearned, holy people 

and open sinners, believers and 

unbelievers—feel that they will 

have to answer for their actions.

“We must all appear before 

the judgment seat of Christ: 

that every one may receive . . . 

according to that he has done, 

whether it be good or bad” (2 

Corinthians 5:10).

John the revelator described 

a vision in which he saw the 

heavenly court in session. He 

wrote: “I saw the dead, small and 

great, stand before God; and the 

books were opened . . . and the 

dead were judged out of those 

things which were written in the 

books, according to their works” 

(Revelation 20:12).

A similar vision was given to 

Daniel the prophet, which he 

described as follows:

“I watched till thrones were put 

in place and the Ancient of Days 

was seated. . . . A thousand 

thousands ministers to Him: ten 

thousand times ten thousand 

stood before Him. The court 

was seated, and the books were 

opened” (Daniel 7:9, 10, NKJV).

The sanctuary 
in heaven
Where does God have His throne? 

In heaven, you will say. Right. But 

where, in heaven, is His throne? 

In the sanctuary. The apostle 

Paul wrote: “We have such an 

High Priest, who is set on the 

right hand of the throne of the 
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Majesty in the heavens; a Minister 

of the sanctuary, and of the 

true tabernacle, which the Lord 

pitched, and not man” (Hebrews 

8:1, 2).

The Bible says, repeatedly, that 

the throne of God is in His temple, 

or sanctuary, or tabernacle, in 

heaven: Isaiah 6:1; Habakkuk 2:20; 

Revelation 4:5; 8:3.

An important point that makes 

Seventh-day Adventists 

distinct from other Christian 

denominations, is the relationship 

between the judgment and 

the sanctuary. We understand 

that the most holy place in the 

heavenly temple is opened in 

connection with the pre-advent 

judgment in the time of the end.

It is clear to us that 

there is an investigative 

judgment prior to the 

coming of Christ. In Daniel 

7:9, 10, 13, 14, we read 

that when the Ancient 

of Days is seated for the 

judgment, Christ comes to 

Him in order to receive the 

kingdom. Only after having 

received the kingdom at 

His symbolical wedding 

will He return to the world 

(Luke 12:36; 19:12, 15).

What happens 
when Christ 
returns to earth?
When Christ comes, “they that 

have done good” “shall come 

forth” “unto the resurrection of 

life” (John 5:25-29), because they 

have already been “accounted 

worthy to obtain that better 

world and the resurrection from 

the dead” (Luke 20:35). When 

were they “accounted worthy”? 

When they, still dead, stood 

before the judgment seat. The 

judgment, which begins with 

the dead (Revelation 11:18; 

20:12), must take place before 

the resurrection and, therefore, 

before Christ’s second coming. 

When the Lord comes, He brings 

with Him the reward that has 

already been assigned to those 

that belong to Him (Revelation 

22:12), namely, the righteous dead 

and the living saints.
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Why is an 
investigative 
judgment 
needed?
God knows everything from 

beginning to end. The omniscient 

One does not need information, 

but for the sake of those that may 

ask questions, detailed records 

must be provided.

What about 
the timing?
The beginning of the judgment 

in heaven at the time of the end 

coincides with the opening of the 

sanctuary. Before the seven last 

plagues can be poured out, the 

heavenly tabernacle is opened. 

John the revelator wrote:

“I looked, and behold, the 

temple of the tabernacle of 

the testimony in heaven 

was opened” (Revelation 

15:5). 

The testimony is the Law of God 

(Exodus 24:12; 31:18; 34:29; 40:20). 

The tabernacle of the testimony 

is the second compartment of 

the sanctuary, the most holy 

place, where the two tables of the 

testimony were kept in the ark, 

under the mercy seat (Leviticus 

16:13; Numbers 1:50, 53). 

The earthly sanctuary, let us bear 

that in mind, was a copy of the 

heavenly sanctuary. “Moses was 

admonished of God when he was 

about to make the tabernacle: for 

See, saith He, that thou make all 

things according to the pattern 

shewed to thee in the mount” 

(Hebrews 8:5).

The announcement that the 

tabernacle of the testimony in 

heaven would be opened at 

the time of the end, before the 

outpouring of the seven last 

plagues (Revelation 15:5, 6), is a 

special revelation to the people 
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of God—a revelation which 

involves a great responsibility. 

Summarizing the final events 

to take place in the history of 

the world and in the heavenly 

sanctuary, John wrote:

“The nations 

were angry, 

and Thy 

wrath is 

come, and 

the time of 

the dead, 

that they 

should be judged, and that Thou 

shouldest give reward unto Thy 

servants the prophets, and to 

the saints, and them that fear 

Thy name, small and great; and 

shouldest destroy them which 

destroy the earth. And the 

temple of God was opened in 

heaven, and there was seen in His 

temple the ark of His testament” 

(Revelation 11:18, 19).

The tabernacle of the testimony 

would be opened in the time of 

the end, simultaneously with the 

opening of the court session, so 

that the people of God would be 

able to see by faith the contents 

of the ark of the covenant. “And 

the ark of His covenant was seen 

in His temple” (Revelation 11:19, 

NKJV, emphasis supplied). In this 

sense, the heavenly sanctuary 

was opened to our understanding.

In the time of the apostles it 

could be said: We have our hope 

“as an anchor of the soul, both 

sure and steadfast, and which 

enters the Presence behind 

the veil, where the Forerunner 

has entered for us, even Jesus” 

(Hebrews 6:19, NKJV).

Today we can 

say: Our faith 

has penetrated 

(behind the 

second veil,” in 

“the tabernacle 

which is called 

the holiest of all, which [has] 

the golden censer and the ark of 

the covenant” (Hebrews 9:3, 4, 

NKJV). We turn our eyes from the 

type to the antitype, “the greater 

and more perfect tabernacle,” 

where Christ is officiating as our 

High Priest (Hebrews 9:11). This 

is where our minds should be 

focusing!     
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My album—I mean my 

photographic album of young 

people—has a few rare specimens 

of humanity that have come 

under my notice. These are 

studies in character that are 

worth looking at, if only in the 

way of warning; portraits of 

people who have been compelled 

to confess, as king Saul did to 

David at the hill Hachilah, “Behold, 

I have played the fool” (1 Samuel 

26:21).

The Idler
The first on the list is the Idler. If 

the world contains a genuine fool, 

it is the youth who throws away 

his or her time. Some things God 

gives often, others only once. The 

period of youthfulness belongs 

to the latter category, and once 

wasted cannot be redeemed. No 

treasure so precious, no waste so 

ruinous.

Money lost may be recovered; 

health lost may be restored; 

friendships lost may be regained; 

even character lost may be 

redeemed; but time lost, never! 

The years, the months, the days—I 

might even say the hours—of 

early life are simply invaluable. 

There is not so much as one you 

can afford to squander.

A young idler is the worst of all; 

for no moments are so precious 

as those of youth. Unhappily, 

there are always a certain number 

of ne’er-do-wells loafing about, 

lazy, indolent ones who would 

hardly take the trouble to hold up 

a basin in the skies, if the clouds 

were to rain down gold.

Professor Dugald Stewart tells of 

a bright youth of his acquaintance 

who spent fifteen years in training 

himself to balance a broomstick 

on his chin! Truth to tell, there are 

some young people who seem 

born only to eat and sleep. They 

remind one of Tudham’s dog 

that was so lazy it had to lean 

its head against the wall before 

it could bark. Were the apostle 

FOOLS
1 OR2

I  H A V E  M E T
Thain Davidson (Adapted)
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Paul’s rule carried out to the 

letter—“If any man will not work 

neither should he eat”—there 

would be plenty of skeletons 

about; but unfortunately, these 

lazy-bones generally contrive to 

get their mouths deep into the 

troughs of other people. One of 

the most melancholy sights in 

the world is a young person with 

nothing useful to do. I speak not 

of one who is out of work, though 

that is bad enough, but of one 

who will not work, which is ten 

times worse. Idleness is always 

demoralizing. You cannot be too 

careful as to the use you make 

of your leisure hours; for many 

is the youth, who, to do himself 

or herself justice, is thoroughly 

assiduous in his or her office or 

place of business, but as soon 

as he or she shuts the books, 

locks the desk, and turns the 

steps toward home or lodging, 

abandons himself or herself to 

indolence—and then comes the 

devil’s chance. Almost all the 

moral havoc that is wrought 

among the youth is effected after 

the office or shop door is closed. 

Few go wrong when they are 

busy at work. The worst thing 

you can do with an evening is to 

do nothing but be entertained. 

You may almost predict what a 

young person’s future will be if 

you know how he or she spends 

the hours of leisure. All honor to 

those who take up some course 

of useful reading, some branch of 

literature, the study of a foreign 

language, or some practical 

form of philanthropy. But there 

are hundreds who never dream 

of such a thing, and when a few 

years have gone by, they will 

wake up to see how stupid they 

have been and will exclaim, with 

the son of Kish, “Behold, I have 

played the fool!”

The Class 
Clown
Another portrait my album 

contains is the “class clown” or 

“buffoon.” No wise man will say 

a word to the disparagement of 

mirthfulness. No, God has given 

us this faculty; and life is grave 

and sad enough without totally 

extinguishing this electric sparkle, 

which throws a little brightness 

into many a gloomy hour. Pity 

on the miserable soul that 
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categorizes absolutely every flash 

of humor with the coarse “jesting” 

against which we are solemnly 

warned (Ephesians 5:4).

Unfortunately, there are too 

many—especially among teens in 

recent generations—who seem 

incapable of a serious thought. 

They jest at everything. They treat 

life as if it were just a great farce. 

They have not a particle of gravity 

or good sense about them. They 

are only what bells are to horses, 

making plenty of jingle, but not 

helping to draw. What stale 

puns, words of sarcasm, coarse 

jests, threadbare stories, and 

slang on the streets—their one 

object in life is to keep the world 

a-giggling.

The true sparkle is lacking; they 

are but painted plastic, tinsel—

everything but the real diamond. 

It is a poor ambition to be a 

habitual jester. Such ones do 

not have an atom of reverence 

in their nature. Levity is the very 

atmosphere they breathe. They 

specialize in rocking on the side 

of their chair in the back of the 

classroom—or slouching in the 

very last pew in church—and 

sometimes even outside the 

back door. They fiddle with their 

cell phones during worship and 

do not have a conception of 

the dignity of humanity. Such 

ones have scarcely respect even 

for religion, and some brutally-

profane quotation from Holy 

Scripture will set them in a roar. 

Thus they go giggling through 

life and illustrate the words of 

prophet: “Ye shall conceive chaff, 

and bring forth stubble” (Isaiah 

33:11).

The Mammonist
The next character who has 

ultimately to make Saul’s 

confession is the Mammonist. 

This young (or older) gentleman 

or lady has no time either for 

idleness or buffoonery; he or she 

is busy from morning to night 

with no nonsense involved.

Life, he or she holds, is given 

for one great purpose, and 

that is to make money; so 

every other thought is tossed 

to one side. If not at the movie 

theater or pursuing some other 

entertainment it is not because 
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of moral scruples—it is because 

these demand money. If he or 

she rises early and sits up late, it 

is not because of time grudged 

on sleep, but because of a greed 

of gain. If such a one rarely 

visits the house of God, it is not 

because of anything to say about 

religion, but because the heart 

is so choked full of business he 

or she cannot give the mind to 

higher themes. This gluttony 

of wealth grows on one till it 

blinds the reason and dominates 

every faculty of the soul. People 

forget that more than money is 

wanted, even for the enjoyment 

of money. Accumulated riches are 

in themselves powerless to secure 

real happiness. 

The Sensualist
There is yet another 

fool whose portrait 

my album 

contains; he or 

she is known 

by many an 

ugly name: 

libertine, 

prodigal, 

sensualist. 

I shall not 

affront my 

readers by 

describing him or 

her further than by 

saying he or she is the 

slave of baser passions and 

wallows in the mire of bestiality. 

The pure shrink from his or her 

lecherous touch; the very breath 

of such a one blights every 

innocent thing. The stenchful 

ichor of this lewd and lustful one 

makes a Sodom of every place he 

or she habituates. The literature 

perused is the refuse of romance 

novels or similar films. Rather 

would I see a son or daughter 

of mine laid in a pauper’s grave 

than see him or her fall into such 

a trap.

May we all keep 
in mind:
The hour of retribution hastens, 

and generally arrives even in this 

life. A Day of Judgment verily 

follows (or in this antitypical 

Day of Atonement may actually 

precede) the grave, when 

the remorse-stricken 

reprobate, looking 

back on a 

blasted life 

and forward 

to a lost 

eternity, 

lifts up 

his or her 

hands in 

despair, 

and 

exclaims, 

“Behold, I have 

played the fool!” 

May none of us 

be found among such 

woe-stricken souls!     

tttt ppppppp
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in the way of 

warning; portraits of 

people who have been 

compelled to confess, as king 

Saul did to David at the hill 

Hachilah, “Behold, I have 

played the fool” 

(1 Samuel 26:21).
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H
ave you ever wondered 

why bad things happen 

to good people? There 

have been books written about 

this subject. How do we find the 

answers? Many are tempted to 

give up trusting in God when 

things seem dark and forbidding, 

when there are perplexities and 

trials, when there is suffering and 

sorrow.

We are pretty much convinced 

in our society that all should go 

well, we should be happy, we 

should have what we want, and 

that nothing should go wrong, 

especially if we are Christians. 

Right?

Is it easy to trust when your 

home burns down, your vehicle 

is wrecked, a child is killed, a 

spouse leaves? Is it easy to trust 

when your health breaks down or 

someone you love is dying; when 

you seek to do right and are 

rejected by those around you? No, 

it’s not easy. Is it possible? That’s 

what we want to discover.

The Scriptures are often quoted:

“My brethren, count it all joy when 

ye fall into divers temptations; 

Knowing this, that the trying of 

your faith worketh patience. But 

let patience have her perfect 

work, that ye may be perfect and 

entire, wanting nothing”

(James 1:2-4).

It is also written that “we must 

through much tribulation enter 

into the kingdom of God” (Acts 

14:22). The faithful of old went 

through trying experiences too. 

Why? This is the biggest question 

that is asked during difficult 

times. Why, why, why, why!

A STUDY 

FROM THE BIBLE 

AND SPIRIT OF 

PROPHECY WITH 

COMMENTS BY 

PAM STEMMLER
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DOES THIS HAPPEN 
TO ALL BELIEVERS?
“God permits trials to assail His 

people, that by their constancy 

and obedience they themselves 

may be spiritually enriched, and 

that their example may be a 

source of strength to others. ‘I 

know the thoughts that I think 

toward you, saith the Lord, 

thoughts of peace, and not of 

evil’ (Jeremiah 29:11). The very 

trials that task our faith most 

severely and make it seem that 

God has forsaken us, are to

lead us closer to Christ, that we 

may lay all our burdens at His 

feet and experience the peace 

which He will give us in exchange.

“God has always tried His people in 

the furnace of affliction. It is in the 

heat of the furnace that the dross 

is separated from the true gold 

of the Christian character. Jesus 

watches the test; He knows what 

is needed to purify the precious 

metal, that it may reflect the 

radiance of His love. It is by close, 

testing trials that God disciplines 

His servants. He sees that some 

have powers which may be used 

in the advancement of His work, 

and He puts these persons upon 

trial; in His providence He brings 

them into positions that test their 

character and reveal defects and 

weaknesses that have been hidden 

from their own knowledge. He 

gives them opportunity to correct 

these defects and to fit themselves 

for His service. He shows them 

their own weakness, and teaches 

them to lean upon Him; for He 

is their only help and safeguard. 

Thus His object is attained. They 

are educated, trained, and 

disciplined, prepared to fulfill the 

grand purpose for which their 

powers were given them. When 

God calls them to action, they are 

ready, and heavenly angels can 

unite withthem in the work to 

be accomplished on the earth.”—

Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 129, 130. 

[Emphasis supplied.]

“Into the experience of all 

there come times of keen 

disappointment and utter 

discouragement—days when 

sorrow is the portion, and it is 

hard to believe that God is still 

the kind benefactor of His

earthborn children; days when 

troubles harass the soul, till 

death seems preferable to life. It 

is then that many lose their hold 

on God and are brought into the 

slavery of doubt, the bondage of 

unbelief. Could we at such times 

discern with spiritual insight the 

meaning of God's providences 

we should see angels seeking 

to save us from ourselves, 

striving to plant our feet upon 

a foundation more firm than 
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the everlasting hills, and new 

faith, new life, would spring into 

being.”—Prophets and Kings, p. 162.

REMEMBER SOME 
HEROES OF FAITH . . 
Job understood the value of trial 

as he declared: “When He hath 

tried me I shall come forth as gold” 

(Job 23:10). And “the Lord turned 

the captivity of Job: . . . also the 

Lord gave Job twice as much as 

he had before. . . . So the Lord 

blessed the latter end of Job more 

than his beginning” (Job 42:10-12).

“For those who love God, those 

who are ‘the called according to 

His purpose’ (Romans 8:28), Bible

biography has a yet higher lesson 

of the ministry of sorrow. ‘Ye 

are My witnesses, saith the Lord, 

that I am God" (Isaiah 43:12)—

witnesses that He is good, and 

that goodness is supreme. ‘We 

are made a theater unto the 

world, both (R.V., margin) to 

angels, and to men.’ (1 Corinthians 

4:9, margin). “To choose the right 

because it is right; to stand for 

truth at the cost of suffering and 

sacrifice--‘this is the heritage of 

the servants of the Lord, and their 

righteousness is of Me, saith the 

Lord’ (Isaiah 54:17).”—Education, p. 

154. [Emphasis supplied.]

“Throughout the history of 

God's people great mountains 

of difficulty, apparently 

insurmountable, have loomed up 

before those who were trying to 

carry out the purposes of Heaven. 

Such obstacles are permitted

by the Lord as a test of faith. 

When we are hedged about 

on every side, this is the time 

above all others to trust in God 

and in the power of His Spirit.”—

Prophets and Kings, pp. 594, 595. 

[Emphasis supplied.]

JOSEPH MEETS HIS 
BROTHERS
What happened when young 

Joseph greeted his brothers in 

Dothan? Remember, they were 

seized with anger and jealousy 

and unitedly determine to put an 

end to this conscience-convicting 

brother of theirs. Does it sound 

familiar? Isn’t that what happened 

to Jesus? Unity doesn’t happen 

naturally, but amazing things 

result when people are set on 

destruction. It will happen again to 

the righteous in the end of time.

If you were Joseph, how would 

you view the following scenario? 

Probably, as the worst possible 

thing!

This is the result of the family 

breakdown, of bitterness being 

allowed in the heart. The seizing 

of the coat identified the true 

problem—jealousy. The sons of 

Jacob threw down their brother; 

he could not rise above them. 

Taunts and threats showed the 

evil of their intentions. Then 

sitting down to a meal to 

celebrate, they plan to sell him 
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that their conscience would 

no longer be reproved by his 

example. Such is the condition 

of the evil heart. It cannot be 

reasoned with. It is not logical.

We must realize these things as 

we deal with people. Unless the 

hearts are given over completely 

to Christ to be governed by His 

Spirit, we can expect wrong 

reactions, actions, attitudes, and 

behaviors. Even though you may 

treat others peaceably, they do 

not always love you in return. It is 

not always the case.

THE EXAMPLE
OF CHRIST

“There was never one who 

walked among men more cruelly 

slandered than the Son of man. He 

was derided and mocked because 

of His unswerving obedience to 

the principles of God's holy law. 

They hated Him without a cause. 

Yet He stood calmly before His 

enemies, declaring that reproach 

is a part of the Christian's legacy, 

counseling His followers how 

to meet the arrows of malice, 

bidding them not to faint under 

persecution.”—Thoughts from the Mount 

of Blessing, p. 32.

Do you remember the well-quoted 

verse of Romans 8:28? “And we 

know that all things work together 

for good to them that love God, to 

them who are the called according 

to his purpose.” Could God work 

good out of this? It wouldn’t seem 

so at the time. Imagine being in 

Joseph’s sandals. Your brothers, 

whom you love, have just exhibited 

the greatest hatred for you, 

threatened to kill you, stripped you 

of your most precious possessions. 

They have thrown you in a pit and 

then decided to sell you to the 

heathen for money.

“As [Joseph] saw the merchants 

the dreadful truth flashed upon 

him. To become a slave was a fate 

more to be feared than death. In 

an agony of terror he appealed to 

one and another of his brothers, 

but in vain. . . . Steeling their 

hearts against his entreaties, they 

delivered him into the hands of 

the heathen traders. The caravan 

moved on, and was soon lost to 

view.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 211, 212. 

[Emphasis supplied.]

TIME FOR A DECI-
SION
Bitter experiences change us. 

. . . If we let them! Often in our 

own lives, we have faults that 

lie unnoticed, unchanged, that 

the Lord in His mercy seeks to 

transform, so that we can fulfill 

His glorious purpose in our lives.

“[Joseph’s] thoughts turned to 

his father's God. In his childhood 

he had been taught to love and 

fear Him. Often in his father's tent 

he had listened to the story of 

the vision that Jacob saw as he 

fled from his home an exile and 
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a fugitive. . . . His soul thrilled 

with the high resolve to prove 

himself true to God—under all 

circumstances to act as became 

a subject of the King of heaven. 

He would serve the Lord with 

undivided heart; he would meet 

the trials of his lot with fortitude 

and perform every duty with 

fidelity. One day's experience 

had been the turning point in 

Joseph's life. Its terrible calamity 

had transformed him from a 

petted child to a man, thoughtful, 

courageous, and self-possessed.”—

Conflict and Courage, p. 73.

There is a remedy for dealing 

with the bitter experiences. It is 

DECISION! Not just a decision 

to get over it, for that may work 

for a time and then fail, but a 

decision to turn to Christ in the 

midst of those experiences.

“There is no comforter like Christ, 

so tender and so true. He is 

touched with the feeling of our 

infirmities. His Spirit speaks to 

the heart. Circumstances may 

separate us from our friends; the 

broad, restless ocean may roll 

between us and them. Though 

their sincere friendship may 

still exist, they may be unable 

to demonstrate it. . . . But no 

circumstances, 

no distance, 

can separate 

us from the 

heavenly Comforter. Wherever 

we are, wherever we may go, 

He is always there, one given in 

Christ's place, to act in His stead. 

He is always at our right hand, to 

speak soothing, gentle words; 

to support, sustain, uphold, and 

cheer.”—God’s Amazing Grace, p. 195.

“The Holy Spirit sustains the 

believer amid the world's hatred, 

amid the unfriendliness of relatives, 

amid disappointment, amid 

the realization of imperfection, 

and amid the mistakes of life. 

Depending upon the matchless 

purity and perfection of Christ, the 

victory is sure to him who looks 

unto the Author and Finisher of 

our faith.”—Ibid.  

The Lord is near to those that 

call upon Him. Make a decision 

to trust Him, no matter the 

circumstances, no matter the 

darkness of the night. Hold 

onto the promises of 

God and move forward, 

trusting Him, no matter 

what.     
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TRAIN!TEMPEST ON A

Dorival Dumitru

I 
was tired. It was the end of a 

long day of activity. At that time, 

I was the leader of the youth 

department in São Paulo, Brazil.

Living as I did in the Lapa district 

and working in Vila Matilde meant 

it was necessary to take two 

commuter trains and a 15-minute 

walk between stations in order 

to go to work. The metro system 

which is in place today was a 

future project back in those days.

Using the time while traveling 

by train, in a few months I was 

able to read the whole New 

Testament. The Lord gave me this 

opportunity and He surely knew 

that my faith would need the 

strength gained by the

study of His Word.

One day, while returning home, 

the second train was full to 

capacity with no more space 

even for standing. People pressed 

together against each other, 

packed as sardines in a can. It 

was difficult to enter because 

everyone was pushing at once, 

trying to go in. Once inside, I 

noticed that a young man

was carrying a huge pile of books 

in one arm and used the other 

hand to brace himself on the 

handrail. Someone bumped into 

him and several of the books fell 

to the floor. It was

not easy to gather them up again 

in that condition. Some of the 

passengers tried to help him, but 

he was furious over the situation. 

The worst thing that happened 

was that he decided to blame me 

for the incident! He then tried to 

push me out of the train at every 

stop to get revenge. He was really 

looking for a fight and for some 

unknown reason had chosen me 

as his target.

The minutes seemed endless as I 

prayed in anguish. I brought my 

case before my invisible Friend 

who is always present and sees 

all. Finally I heard someone speak 

in an authoritative voice toward 

the young man who suddenly left 

the train two stations before my 

final destination. Thanks be to 

God! I was free at last from that 

horrible harassment.

Arriving at home, I called my wife, 

daughter, and the baby together 

and we had an especially good 

reason to thank the Lord during 

evening worship: I had seen 

God’s merciful kindness as His 

Angel had delivered me from the 

irrational wrath of that irate young 

man.     

15

Pr
ay

er
 Ti

m
e



16

Yo
ut

h 
Me

ss
en

ge
r, 

Vo
l. 

XX
IX

, N
o.

 4

F
inally the day was here! 

After all the preparations 

of putting all the furniture 

in the tabernacle, and putting 

the finishing touches on the 

decorations, the temple was finally 

ready to be dedicated. People had 

come from all over the place and 

Jerusalem was packed. Everyone 

was so excited!

The day passed in such a blur it 

didn’t even seem real. So much 

had happened it was incredible. 

First it was the singers dressed 

in white linen, having cymbals, 

psalteries, and harps. They stood 

at the east end of the altar; then 

came 120 priests, playing their 

trumpets, when they all sang and 

praised the Lord together, the 

glory of the Lord so filled the 

house that “the priests could 

not stand to minister by reason 

of the cloud” (2 Chronicles 5:14). 

The people were happy because 

that was one sign that God had 

accepted the house they had built 

for Him. The other sign was that 

when Solomon finished praying, 

the Lord sent down fire from 

heaven to consume the offering. 

That day they ended up offering 

22,000 oxen, and 120,000 sheep. 

So they dedicated the house of 

God.

Soon after the dedication, the 

Lord appeared to Solomon like 

He had the first time at Gibeon. 

The Lord told him he had heard 

his prayer, and that He accepted 

the house they had built for Him, 

and that if Solomon obeyed him, 

He would establish the throne of 

Solomon’s kingdom upon Israel 

forever; but if Solomon and his 

people did not heed the word of 

the Lord, he would cut off Israel 

out of the land which He gave 

them, and He would cast the 

house (the temple) out of His 

sight. 

Days of prosperity

The fame of Solomon spread to 

all the nations round about, "and 

when the queen of Sheba heard 

about his wisdom, she decided to 

go and see for herself. She went 

to Jerusalem with a great train 

of camels, and gifts for the king. 

And when they were seated, “she 

communed with him of all that 

was in her heart. And Solomon 

told her all her questions; there 

was not anything hid from the 

king, which he told her not” (1 

Kings 10:2, 3). When he finished, 

she was so surprised that he 

answered correctly every question 

she had asked. She said that she 

had heard correctly when she 

was told that he was the smartest 

man in the world. Then she told 

him, “Blessed be the Lord thy 

God, which delighted in thee, to 

set thee on the throne of Israel: 

Solomon's Reign
until his death

Karina Espinal
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because the Lord loved Israel for ever, therefore 

made he thee king, to do judgment and justice” (1 

Kings 10:9). She then gave Solomon 120 talents of 

gold, spices of very great store, and precious stones. 

He took the presents gratefully even though they 

were not needed, and in return gave her all that she 

asked for, ‘besides that which Solomon gave her of 

his royal bounty’ (1 Kings 10:13). Then she bid him 

good bye and left for her country. 

After the queen of Sheba left, Solomon set to work 

on a throne with the gold that the queen had given 

him. He made it of ivory, and then overlaid it with 

pure gold. He made six steps to lead up to the throne 

and put 12 lions, six on the right and six on the 

left side of the throne. He also made two hundred 

targets of gold, three hundred shields of gold, and all 

of Solomon’s drinking vessels were made of gold. 

Spiritual decay

Solomon stayed faithful to the Lord for a long time, 

and then he went downhill. He first broke the rules 

by marrying many strange women from different 

nations around them. Then all his wives led him to 

worship idols, so in his old age he worshiped the 

gods which they served. I don’t think he would have 

"Like Solomon, dedicate your 

life to God in your youth. 

But don’t get distracted 

and don’t turn back!"
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been led to worship idols if it 

hadn’t been for his wives, because 

he was a good man. God had told 

him twice to follow Him and all 

would be well. If only Solomon 

had listened! 

Of course when you disobey 

God you have to pay for the 

consequences some time or 

another. And the Lord had warned 

him, so as a punishment, the Lord 

told Solomon that his kingdom 

would be taken away from him, 

and given to another man, but 

since he was the son of David, 

and David was faithful to God, 

Solomon’s kingdom would be 

taken away from him after he died. 

As another punishment the Lord 

gave Solomon enemies to trouble 

him. 

One of the men who became 

Solomon’s enemy was Jeroboam. 

Solomon had made him ruler 

over the house of Joseph; he was 

also a mighty man of valor. 

Solomon found out one 

day that the 

prophet 

Ahijah met Jeroboam in a field one 

day, and the prophet took hold 

of Jeroboam’s new garment and 

broke it into 12 pieces, and told 

him to take 10 because God would 

take away most of Solomon’s 

kingdom and give 10 tribes to 

Jeroboam and Solomon would 

end up with only two tribes. 

Hearing this made Solomon 

very angry and he tried to kill 

Jeroboam. Jeroboam heard that 

he was wanted dead so he fled 

and went to Egypt and stayed 

there until Solomon died. Solomon 

reigned over all of Israel for forty 

years, the same as his father. He 

was buried next to his father in 

the city of David. Rehoboam, 

Solomon’s son reigned after the 

death of Solomon.      

A word to the wise: 

A warning for us

Like Solomon, dedicate your life 

to God in your youth. But don’t 

get distracted and don’t turn 

back!     
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“Why can’t I go out and play 

soccer in the street with my 

friends? Why??!!” I pleaded with 

my mother. After a few previous 

sessions in front of our house, the 

local boys had already nicknamed 

me “the German with the iron 

shin,” as each team eagerly 

urged me to take their side in the 

impromptu game. 

At age 13, I was working hard 

at school all morning, then at 

the print shop of our church all 

afternoon, plus helping the family 

a lot around the house as well. 

Surely this bit of fun time would 

be well deserved, would it not?—

or so I had assumed.

My mother never explained the 

exact reason for her insistence 

that I not join in those exciting 

games. But there’s one thing I 

do know today: None of those 

youth who were playing ended 

up committing themselves to the 

faith, even the ones who were 

attending the church during 

those years. Eventually, a few of 

them even got into deep trouble.

How did my mother know? 

What did she see that I could 

not see? Maybe it was the Bible 

warning, “Be not deceived: evil 

communications corrupt good 

manners” (1 Corinthians 15:33). 

But perhaps another part of 

her wisdom is explained in the 

inspired message below:

“The greatest benefit is not gained 

from exercise that is taken as play 

or exercise merely. There is some 

benefit derived from being in the 

fresh air and also from the exercise 

of the muscles; but let the same 

amount of energy be given to the 

performance of helpful duties, and 

the benefit will be greater, and 

a feeling of satisfaction will be 

realized; for such exercise carries 

with it the sense of helpfulness 

and the approval of conscience for 

duty well done. 

“In the children and youth an 

ambition should be awakened 

to take their exercise in doing 

something that will be beneficial 

to themselves and helpful to 

others. . . . “No recreation helpful 

only to themselves will prove so 

great a blessing to the children 

and youth as that which makes 

them helpful to others.”—The 

Adventist Home, p. 506.

Soccer or service? When young 

and energetic, the choice is

ours.     

O R  S E R V I C E ?Soccer
H A R O L D  M O N T R O S E
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Why did Christ teach
in parables?
Christ knew that the people could 

learn best if He taught them 

through simple analogies that 

they could relate to. Through the 

things with which His hearers 

were well acquainted, Christ 

sought to present the gospel. He 

taught in parables to bring before 

our minds object lessons to be 

studied in the natural world. It 

is very interesting to note that 

when sin entered there became 

a veil that in a certain sense 

covered nature’s lessons from 

the eyes of the majority. Christ 

wanted to remove the “barriers” 

which obstructed their view. 

He desired for them to see for 

themselves object lessons from 

nature and hear the Holy Spirit 

speaking to their soul. Jesus 

taught the unknown through 

the known and used illustrations 

that could be remembered as 

the people labored from day to 

day. “[Jesus'] words placed the 

teachings of nature as well as of 

the Bible in a new aspect, and 

made them a new revelation.”—

Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 18.

So, don’t you think it’s important 

to study the parables that our 

Lord has so graciously given to 

us? Let’s study one right now!

The sower went forth
to sow� 
You have probably heard this 

parable many times, but since it 

has a very important meaning we 

are going to take a moment to 

look at it carefully:

Matthew 13:3-8 says that Jesus 

“spake many things unto [the 

people] in parables, saying, 

Behold, a sower went forth to 

sow; And when he sowed, some 

seeds fell by the way side, and 

the fowls came and devoured 

them up: Some fell upon stony 

What Kind of �Ground� Will
You Be?

Bethany Lydia Montrose
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places, where they had not 

much earth: and forthwith they 

sprung up, because they had no 

deepness of earth: And when the 

sun was up, they were scorched; 

and because they had no root, 

they withered away. And some 

fell among thorns; and the thorns 

sprung up, and choked them: 

But other fell into good ground, 

and brought forth fruit, some 

an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, 

some thirtyfold.” 

"He who gave the parable of 

the tiny seed is the Sovereign 

of heaven, and the same laws 

that govern earthly seed sowing 

govern the sowing of the seeds of 

truth.”—Ibid., p. 33.

Let us study carefully the 

following facts.

Wayside

Birds came and ate the seeds.

Stony Ground

There was not enough soil.  

The sun scorched them. They 

withered.

Thorny Ground

The thorns chocked the good 

seeds.

Good Ground          

The seeds sprung up and 

produced fruit abundantly.

What does all this really mean? 

First of all, what is the spiritual 

seed? “. . . Christ came to sow the 

seeds of truth.”—Ibid., p. 37.

Let’s look at the different kinds of 

ground and what kinds of hearers 

they represent. 

Wayside hearers
Jesus tells us who this kind of 

ground represents. “When any 

one heareth the word of the 

kingdom, and understandeth it 

not, then cometh the wicked one, 

and catcheth away that which 

was sown in his heart. This is he 

which received seed by the way 

side” (Matthew 13:19).

This kind of ground represents 

hearts that are so absorbed 

in worldly ambitions, are so 

absorbed in self-gratification, 

selfish amusement, and sinful 

indulgences that even as they 

hear the truth they do not see 

their personal need of a Saviour.

   

“The seed sown by the wayside 

represents the word of God 

as it falls upon the heart of 

an inattentive hearer. . . . The 

spiritual faculties are paralyzed. 

Men hear the word, but 

understand it not. They do 

not discern that it applies to 

themselves. They do not realize 

their need or their danger. They 

do not perceive the love of Christ, 

and they pass by the message of 

His grace as something that does 

not concern them.”—Ibid., p. 44. 

Stony ground hearers
Can plants grow in rock? No—why 

not? It is because there is very 

little soil there for them to grow 
21
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in. Sometimes in this little bit of 

soil the plant springs up anyway. 

But there the plant cannot find 

nutrients to sustain itself and it 

withers away. The same problem 

occurs in a heart that is satisfied 

with a superficial profession of 

religion. The person is not willing 

to be dead to self.   

“The seed sown upon stony 

ground finds little depth of soil. 

The plant springs up quickly, but 

the root cannot penetrate the 

rock to find nutriment to sustain 

its growth, and it soon perishes.  

Like the rock underlying the 

layer of earth, the selfishness of 

the natural heart underlies the 

soil of their good desires and 

aspirations…. This class may be 

easily convinced, and appear to 

be bright converts, but they have 

only a superficial religion.”—Ibid., 

p. 46.

Thorny ground hearers
Have you ever had a garden? If 

you have, you know that one of 

the biggest jobs is weeding it. But 

what happens if you leave the 

patch for a few weeks? Probably 

there will be more weeds than 

good plants. How did those 

weeds appear? You didn’t plant 

them! They didn’t even need 

cultivation! The same scenario 

happens in our hearts. The Lord 

sows seeds of truth in our hearts—

but what happens if we don’t pull 

those nasty weeds? They grow 

and choke out the good plants. 

We have to be constantly on 

guard so that we pull each weed 

before it gets big. The bigger it 

becomes, the harder it is to pull 

out and very soon it chokes the 

good seeds so much that they die. 

We don’t want that to happen!

“The gospel seed often falls 

among thorns and noxious 

weeds; and if there is not a moral 

transformation in the human 

heart, if old habits and practices 

and the former life of sin are 

not left behind, if the attributes 

of Satan are not expelled from 

the soul, the wheat crop will be 

choked. The thorns will come to 

be the crop, and will kill out the 

wheat.                               

“Grace can thrive only in the heart 

that is being constantly prepared 

for the precious seeds of truth. 

"Of the seed that fell 
into good ground the 

Saviour said, This ‘is he 
that heareth the word, and 

understandeth it"
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The thorns of sin will grow in any 

soil; they need no cultivation; 

but grace must be carefully 

cultivated…. If the heart is not 

kept under the control of God, 

if the Holy Spirit does not work 

unceasingly to refine and ennoble 

the character, the old habits will 

reveal themselves in the life….

“Christ specified the things that 

are dangerous to the soul. As 

recorded by Mark He mentions 

the cares of this world, the 

deceitfulness of riches, and 

the lusts of other things. Luke 

specifies the cares, riches, and 

pleasures of this life. These 

are what choke the word, the 

growing spiritual seed. The soul 

ceases to draw nourishment from 

Christ, and spirituality dies out of 

the heart.”—Ibid., pp. 50, 51.

Good ground
“The sower is not always to 

meet with disappointment. Of 

the seed that fell into good 

ground the Saviour said, This ‘is 

he that heareth the word, and 

understandeth it; which also 

bearish fruit, and bringeth forth, 

some an hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty.’ ‘That on the good 

ground are they, which, in an 

honest and good heart, having 

heard the word, keep it, and bring 

forth fruit with patience.’ 

“The ‘honest and good heart’ of 

which the parable speaks, is 

not a heart without sin; for the 

gospel is to be preached to the 

lost. Christ said, ‘I came not to 

call the righteous, but sinners to 

repentance’ (Mark 2:17). He has 

an honest heart who yields to the 

conviction of the Holy Spirit. He 

confesses his guilt, and feels his 

need of the mercy and love of 

God. He has a sincere desire to 

know the truth, that he may obey 

it. The good heart is a believing 

heart, one that has faith in the 

word of God. Without faith it is 

impossible to receive the word. 

‘He that cometh to God must 

believe that He is, and that He is 

a rewarder of them that diligently 

seek Him’ (Hebrews 11:6).—Ibid., pp. 

58, 59.  

Conclusion  
What can we learn from all this? 

With Christ’s help, let us strive 

to pull out the weeds in our 

hearts. Let us realize our need of 

a Saviour. Ask God to help you 

be truly dead to self. And may 

we be represented by that good 

ground!     
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W
hen my father was 

a Bible worker, still 

in Hungary, he was 

requested to visit a member of 

the church who used to live in 

isolation, very far from the church. 

We will call him “old Brother.” 

After a long trip he arrived at 

the home of the “old Brother” 

towards the evening. As he 

clapped his hands at the gate, the 

“old Brother” came out to meet 

him. My father identified himself 

as a worker of the church. Tears 

rolled down the cheeks of the 

man, as he said, sighing:

“My wife is possessed of seventy-

seven demons. She burned up my 

religious literature, my hymnbook, 

and my Bible. She is stern and 

determined. I suffer very much 

because of my faith, influenced 

by her relatives. Nevertheless, 

please come in, brother.”

My father entered in the house 

and they were talking for a while 

in the visiting room. Then the “old 

Brother” said:

“I beg you, dear brother, please 

leave my house before my wife 

comes. She is about to arrive, and 

I know that she will chase you 

away.”

It did not take long, just a few 

minutes after this request, the 

wife arrived. She was a tall lady, 

stern, and decided. Without any 

hesitation she asked my father:

“Who are you? and what are you 

doing here?”

“I am a missionary,” said my father, 

“and came to visit your husband 

who is a member of my church.”

She opened the door, wide open, 

and pointing to the gate she said 

in a demanding tone:

“Out of my house, before I scald 

you.”

My father bade farewell to them 

and left the house. The “old 

Brother” ran after my father and 

said:

“You cannot go to the town now 

for it is getting dark already. I 
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will take you to the next door 

neighbor, an old couple, to spend 

the night with them.”

He introduced my father to his 

next door neighbor and left. The 

old couple welcomed my father 

for supper and after a meal they 

invited him to read from the 

Bible. After reading, singing and 

praying, they went to sleep. In 

the morning, before his departure, 

my father was told that he was 

welcome to visit them again. He 

promised to come back soon.

The next day this neighbor 

told that “wild lady” about my 

father’s visit and how they loved 

every bit of what he presented. 

She became very curious, and 

requested them to tell my father 

to visit her because she also 

wanted to listen to him when he 

would come again.

A few months later my father 

visited them, and when the old 

couple saw my father they said:

“We are so glad that you came. 

You know, that ‘wild lady’ wants 

to see you. She asked us to tell 

you that she too wishes to hear 

the reading of the Bible.”

That was good news to my 

father. So he went to see the “old 

Brother” and his wife. When my 

father arrived at their home he 

went to meet him at the gate, and 

again he was shedding tears. He 

said:

“Brother Gergely, I am so happy 

now because my wife is changed. 

She asks every day when will 

you come to visit us. Now she is 

interested to listen to the Word of 

God. Please, come in.”

As soon as they both reached 

the door and entered the room 

the “wild lady” commanded, in an 

authoritative tone:

“Please, sit down. Now I want to 

hear from you all the songs, the 

readings and the prayers you 

presented to my neighbor. This is 

why I wanted you to come to our 

house.”

Beginning with a hymn and a 

prayer my father gave her a Bible 

study, and especially he showed 

her the need of obeying the 

commandments of God. Now and 

then she gave a deep sigh. After 

a while she stood up suddenly, 

left the room, walked towards 

the gate and disappeared. She 

went straight to the house of her 

brother who was a sexton. She 

invited him to come and listen 

to the explanation of this new 

preacher. So her brother came 

with her. He was a tall, strong 

man. Pointing to my father, the 

“wild lady” said to her brother:

“Listen to this man, not to the 

priest. He can explain the Bible 

very well.”

The sexton listened to the 

explanation of the Ten 

Commandments. As he heard 

the reading of the fourth 

commandment, about the 

Sabbath, he interrupted the 

reading and said:

“This is right according to your 
25

Mi
ss

io
n 

St
or

y



Bible. But in our Bible it is 

different. We must keep Sunday. 

That is the day to go to church.”

“In your Bible it is written exactly 

as it is written here,” my father 

replied. “All Bibles are the same.”

He still maintained that in the 

Bible from which the priest reads 

every Sunday it is different. When 

my father insisted unflinchingly 

that the Bible they have in the 

church also says “Sabbath” 

not “Sunday” in the fourth 

commandment, the man said with 

a strong voice:

“I will go to my church and will 

bring our Bible. If it reads as you 

say I have an account to settle 

with the priest. But if it is as I 

am saying you will lose your life, 

because you are deceiving ‘the 

faithful.’"

The man left, and went straight 

to the church, opened the door 

and walked slowly to the altar, 

took the huge pulpit Bible, and 

brought it to his sister’s house. 

He put it on the table, and when 

he opened it, half of the table 

was covered by the big Bible. 

Then they compared the ten 

commandments in both Bibles, 

one by one. He agreed that 

the first, second and the third 

commandments, were exactly the 

same in both Bibles. But when the 

fourth commandment was read 

he exclaimed with astonishment:

“Why does the priest always say 

that we should keep Sunday, 

when here it says Sabbath? He 

reads the commandments very 

often but we have never heard 

him reading that we should keep 

the ‘Saturday’ as the Sabbath.”

“You must ask him why he reads 

Sunday instead of Sabbath,” said 

my father.

“I will do it straight away. I have to 

solve this problem with him.” He 

said these words more angrily 

than surprised.

The man took the big Bible and 

went straight to the house of the 

priest. When the priest saw the 

sexton with the Bible in his hands 

he was shocked, and became 

very angry.

“Who gave you permission to take 

that holy book away from the 

church?” asked the priest.

“Who has given you permission to 

teach us to keep Sunday, the first 

day of the week, when this book 

says that we ought to keep the 

seventh day of the week as the 

Sabbath?” asked the sexton.

“That is not the point. My question 

is: How did you dare to take 

that sacred book in your hands?” 

insisted the priest.

“How did you dare to twist the 

words written in this holy book?” 

argued the sexton.

“I will take the Bible back to the 

church, but from now on I will 

obey what the Bible says, not 

what you say. Furthermore, I am 

not going to be the bellringer 

of the church any longer. He left 

the priest’s house, took the Bible 
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back to the church and returned 

to his sister’s house where my 

father was, to listen to more of 

the readings from the Bible. He 

told them about the discussion 

he had had with the priest.

The spirit of Judas, which is not 

yet extinguished by any means, 

was manifested. It was not hard 

for the priest to find out who was 

around teaching what he thought 

of as new, “strange doctrines.” 

He also found out the day of my 

father’s departure. So, he hired 

six men to wait for my father in 

a certain place at the roadside 

to kill him. The “old Brother” and 

the other four interested people 

discovered the plot, and where 

the place of the trap was to be, 

and advised my father not to 

depart that day. He could not 

assent to their request because 

he had an appointment in another 

place. With sadness, they bade 

him farewell and wished him 

God’s protection and salvation 

from the hands of evil men.

Approaching that specific spot 

where they were supposed to 

wait for my father, he saw six 

men standing by the road side 

with sticks in their hands. My 

father greeted them when 

passing:

“Good 

morning!”

“It is he,” said 

one of them to his 

companions.

“Are you sure?” enquired the 

second one.

“Then, let us go,” said a third one, 

taking a step forward.

“Wait! What if it is not him?” 

continued the next one.

“By the description given about 

him he must be the one. Look! He 

is a short fellow, wears a black 

suit, holds a briefcase and wears 

spectacles,” added still another 

one.

As they continued discussing 

among themselves my father 

advanced with fast steps, and he 

reached the intersection where 

he should catch the means of 

transportation. Providentially he 

caught the coach which was just 

passing, went to the city, and from 

there he took the train and went 

home. Thus his life was spared, the 

truth was vindicated, and the light 

coming from the word of God 

shone forth. Thanks to God for His 

marvelous providential watchcare. 

Once more the promise of God 

was fulfilled:

“The angel of the Lord encampeth 

round about them that fear him 

and delivereth them” (Psalm 

34:7).     
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ACROSS
2. Jesus bids us enter into 

our ________ to pray, 
meaning to into an inner 
room or secret place.

3. Jesus found ________ 
praying under the fi g 
tree.

6. When Christ returns, His 
________ is with Him.

11. Stony ground hearers 
of the gospel have only 
a ________ religion.

12. Evil ________ corrupt 
good manners.

13. The prophet ________ 
warned Solomon that 
the kingdom would be 
divided.

14. We must all appear 
before the ________ 
seat of Christ.

DOWN
1. Only ________ 

protected our brother 
from the man on the 
train in Brazil who was 
looking for a fi ght.

2. Wayside hearers of 
the gospel pass by 
the message of God’s 
grace as if it were 
something that does not 
________ them.

4. Accumulated riches 
are in themselves 
powerless to secure real 
________.

5. ________ was 
Solomon’s heir to the 
throne.

7. ________ are 
permitted by the Lord 
as a test of faith.

8. The worst thing you 
can do with an evening 
is to do nothing but be 
________.

9. Besides providing 
physical exercise, 
performing helpful 
duties outside brings 
about the approval of 
________.

10. We must through much 
________ enter into 
the kingdom of God.   
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“Thou, when thou prayest, enter 

into thy closet, and when thou 

hast shut thy door, pray to thy 

Father which is in secret; and thy 

Father which seeth in secret shall 

reward thee openly” (Matthew 

6:6).

Notice that in the original 

language (Greek), the word 

“closet” means an inner 

room or a secret place. Did 

the early disciples heed 

this admonition when they 

prayed?

We read that “Philip findeth 

Nathanael, and saith unto 

him, We have found him, of 

whom Moses in the law, and 

the prophets, did write, Jesus 

of Nazareth, the son of Joseph” 

(John 1:45).

Notice it says that Philip found 

Nathanael. Where was he that 

he had to be “found”? Upon 

meeting Jesus, “Nathanael saith 

unto him, Whence knowest thou 

me? Jesus answered and said 

unto him, Before that Philip called 

thee, when thou wast under the 

fig tree, I saw thee” (John 1:48). 

We see that Nathanael was in his 

secret place under the fig tree, 

communing with God.

“What a privilege that we sinful 

mortals have the privilege 

of speaking with God. In 

the closet, when walking 

the streets, when engaged 

in labor, our hearts can be 

ascending to God for counsel, 

our souls drawn out after 

God, a breath from heaven. All 

these soul longings, God will hear. 

All our troubles we may take to 

God. His hand of infinite love is 

moved to supply our needs. How 

thankful I am that we have only 

one day to live at a time. One 

day to keep our souls stayed 

upon, one day to watch, one day 

to progress in the spiritual life 

and thus our days may be fruitful, 

precious days to us.”—This Day With 

God, p. 27.     

My Secret Place
A study from the Bible and Spirit of Prophecy as compiled by Les Gibson

“I have a place, to which I go, Whene’r His will I want to know.
My secret place is on this hill, I then must come to seek Him still.

I saw a bird upon this hill, the next I knew it gave a trill.

I rest in His unchanging grace, whene’r I bow, and seek His face.
I know that I must seek His will, and so I come upon this hill. 

I only ever need His grace; that’s why this is my secret place.”
—Author unknown.
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A 
few days ago I was at a University in British Columbia, and I 

noticed some billboards being displayed on campus. Two of them 

especially caught my attention and prompted me to think more 

about how the youth are being constantly bombarded from every side.

The message on one of the billboards was: “There is no God, so start 

enjoying life.” Another promoted the "wild party" lifestyle.

Man is fighting and trying everything possible to find true happiness, but 

to be truly happy we have to fight the right battle. We have to fight the 

good fight of faith—and more than that, we have to win the battle.

No one likes to be defeated; we all want to win and God created us to be 

conquerors. He wants us to overcome all the spiritual battles of life.

“New men and women in Christ are born to conflict, toil, and labor, born 

to engage in the good fight of faith. There is ever within their reach a 

power by which they may obtain the victory at every onset, power that 

will enable them to be more than conquerors over the difficulties they 

meet.”—Christ Triumphant, p. 309. 

A winner is always part of the answer, not the problem. A winner has 

a plan, not an excuse. A winner says, “Let me help,” instead of “It’s not 

my job.” A winner says “It might be difficult, but it’s not impossible.” A 

winner sees in every obstacle an opportunity.

If you really want to overcome, you can—because that is God’s plan for 

you! He wants you to be a winner. He created you to be a winner. Choose 

to daily yield your plans and choices to Jesus and He will give you the 

victory over the world, the flesh and the devil. “In all these things we are 

more than conquerors through Him that loved us.”  (Romans 8:37).

I want to close this editorial by telling you: “There is God, so start 

enjoying life” He loves you! And you were born to win!

                                       

Your Brother in Christ,

                                                                     Eli Tenorio
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Two beautiful leaves hung 

side by side;

One proudly thought ’twas 

too strongly tied

To the tree that its very 

life supplied.

It twisted and twirled and 

was never still;

It murmured, complained, 

and sighed, until

It was free to follow its 

own sweet will.

Awhile it floated in balmy air;

The butterflies said it was very fair,

The soft winds tossed it 

here and there;

Then it fluttered down 

from sunny skies,

A faded, forgotten thing, to lie

Alone on the cold, damp 

earth, and—die. 

The other leaf was content to be

Where it was placed on 

the parent tree,

Knowing, though bound, 

’twas most surely free. 

So it lived and grew, in 

sweet content

Doing each day’s work, ’till 

the summer spent,

With autumn fruitage the 

boughs were bent.

The fruit was golden and fair to see,

And the leaf rejoiced exceedingly,

For was not the leaf a 

part of the tree?

Shall I read the moral, 

O soul, to thee?

Christ says, “Ye cannot fruitful be,

Except, by faith, ye abide in me.”

  Author Unknown


