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I was 16 years old when I had 
to face my father, brothers, 
relatives, and friends about 
my decision to be a follower of 
Jesus. I vividly remember how 

fearful I was, and how isolated and 
alone I felt. My brothers, relatives, 
and friends told me that I needed to 
seek “professional” help. According 
to my Greek Orthodox background 
and communist/atheist environ-
ment, I was in a “pressure cooker” 
situation. Many so-called “helpers” 
made my life a struggle, filled with 
loneliness and fear.

As I read the Bible and Spirit of 
Prophecy books and heard sermons 
about many great heroes of faith, 
I wished that I had lived in their 
time. How I longed to be counted 
among the faithful heroes of Christ. 
I daydreamed about the courage and 
faithfulness of Joseph, about Luther’s 
courage to stand up for what he 
believed. I imagined him unshaken, 
strong, and confident before the col-
orfully dressed, high-ranking clerics 
of the Diet of Worms. I could picture 
him saying his famous lines in a loud 
and confident voice:

“Unless . . . I am convinced by 
the testimony of Scripture or by 
the clearest reasoning, unless I am 
persuaded by means of the passages 
I have quoted, and unless they thus 
render my conscience bound by the 
word of God, I cannot and will not 
retract, for it is unsafe for a Christian 
to speak against his conscience.”—The 
Great Controversy, p. 160. 

The persecuted Christian
Jesus told His disciples that they 

were to be hated and persecuted by 
the world: “If the world hate you, 
ye know that it hated me before it 
hated you. If ye were of the world, 
the world would love his own: but 
because ye are not of the world, but 
I have chosen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you” 
(John 15:18, 19).

The apostle Paul also spoke of 
hatred and persecution against 
Christ’s followers.

I remember one incident that oc-
curred when I was 17 years of age. It 
is still very vivid in my mind: I was 
called to do what was known as a 
pre-military training. Together with 

four hundred 17-year-olds, I was 
being trained in a military camp 
surrounded by forestland. Our daily 
routine included physical exer-
cise, political indoctrination, and 
instructions on how to defend our 
homeland of former Yugoslavia. All 
was fine until one day when a high 
ranking military officer together 
with four others started attacking 
Christianity. 

As a 17-year-old, I had been 
reading my mother’s Bible. She had 
kept it safe, for it was the only one 
that we owned. The officer who was 
speaking called upon all those who 
read “that terrible book, the Bible” 
to come forward to the high plat-
form from where he spoke.  When 
he issued this challenge, a friend of 
mine, who knew that I was reading 
God’s Word, asked me if I intended 
to go to the platform. I told him, 
“Yes, I will go.” He urged me not to 
go, “for who knows what they will 
do to you,” he pleaded.  However, 
I decided to go. After offering a 
short prayer, I slowly went to the 
platform. Of the 400 young men, 
only three of us went forward. I 



Within those “silent” moments, or 
even long periods of time, God is present in our pain, 

suffering, and isolation.
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was the last one to be questioned 
by the angry officer. The other two 
he dismissed by hitting them with 
his heavy boot. Then with demonic 
fury he asked me, “And why do you 
read the Bible?” 

“I read the Bible because the 
Bible tells me about Jesus Christ, 
my Saviour” was my clear and loud 
reply. 

That was too much for the man 
who was filled with another spirit, 
opposite to the Spirit of God. He 
proceeded to hit me and beat me 
with a hatred that only the enemy 
of God can inspire. That went on 
for some time until I was on the 
ground. He was hitting and stomp-
ing on me with his heavy boots. I 
recall feeling the pain for a while, 
then no longer. By the strength 
that only the Lord can give I called 
out, “the only way you will stop me 
from reading the Bible is if you kill 
me.”  At this point I no longer recall 
what happened. When I regained 
consciousness, two officers were 
dragging me from the platform and 
taking me to a small room where 
they left me to lay on the floor. 

This incident was the turning 
point in my decision to be a follow-
er of my crucified and risen Saviour.

Throughout history, God’s people 
have suffered persecution and de-
pravity by the world.  Millions have 
died a martyr’s death. However, 
the 20th century has witnessed the 
greatest persecution of all times. 

According to statistics, more 
Christians died for their faith in the 
20th century than in all other cen-
turies of church history combined. 
It is estimated that two-thirds of 
all the martyrs in Christian his-
tory died in the 20th century. Such 
statements are frequently made in 
reports and writings on worldwide 
persecution today.

The tempted Christians
Perhaps one of the most trying 

times for a Christian is while in the 
mire of temptation and struggles to 
overcome sin. He or she reads in the 
Word of God of prayers answered, 
of victories won over sin, learning 
in Hebrews chapter 11 of those who 
“quenched the violence of fire, es-
caped the edge of the sword, out of 
weakness were made strong, waxed 
valiant in fight, turned to flight the 
armies of the aliens” (verse 34). 
The whole of Hebrews 11 speaks of 
victorious faith.

At times when there is no 
answer, is God “silent?”

During the eight years that I 
worked with young people as the 
secretary of the Young People’s 
Department for the General Con-
ference, many came to me with 
various problems they found too 
difficult to deal with. While it is 
vital to keep pointing to Jesus as 

the only answer to the sin problem, 
many told me nonetheless that 
despite their prayers, their cries, 
and their struggles, they had no 
answers. Temptations seemed to 
be so overwhelming at times that 
all their “efforts” to resist ended 
in disappointing failures. They 
told me that there are times when 
it appeared that God had totally 
forsaken them. It seemed as if He 
did not hear them, and that there 
was no ease from the struggle. Here 
I quote from a letter I received from 
a young person who went through 
such an experience:

“Dear Brother Jaksic, 
“I greet you in the most pre-

cious name of Jesus, our wonderful 
Saviour. He shed His blood on the 
cross of Calvary to rescue me, the 
greatest sinner of all. I thank you for 
your letter that brought me much 
joy and renewed my hope of victory 
through Jesus my Lord. I pray that 
the Lord will keep you safe and give 
you life to continue to bring hope 
to the hopeless, to those who feel 
that there is no end of misery and 
sorrow.

“To be a slave to sin is worse than 
death. I have been a slave, a hope-
less slave to sin, until Jesus in His 
unfailing love touched you to send 
me a message of hope, even a very 
faint hope that there can be free-
dom, a precious freedom from the 
chains of sin.

“Let me tell you that my life was 
filled with great sorrow and agony. I 
was an unhappy, lost man. I felt lost, 
forever lost. My life was filled with 
darkness, with sins that only the 
evil one can bring to sin-enslaved 
minds. Nothing, nothing made me 
happy, and nothing and nobody 

by b. Jaksic
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could bring me joy, not my mother, 
not my girlfriend, nor my siblings, 
in fact no one.

“My mind was [so] totally oc-
cupied with sin, I would fall into a 
deep despair. I would lock myself 
into my room trying to run from 
all, to run from God, from my few 
friends, from myself.

“Even though I cried to God to 
give me peace and deliver me from 
the clutches of the enemy of body 
and soul, yet in that state of mind 
I kept blaming God for making 
me the way I was. I blamed my 
parents, I blamed all but myself. I 
was in denial and in such a state 
of mind I could not rationally deal 
with my problem. Since I felt that 
I was forsaken of God, I blamed 
Him even for my very life, if I 
could call it life. It was rather like 
a hellish existence. The feelings 
of despair were beyond any de-
scription. My cry to God was very 
agonizing, very loud, and from the 
depth of my soul, yet there was no 
answer and no end to my miser-
able existence.  I kept returning to 
revolting sins again and again. 

“At times I would cry: ‘God, if 
you are there, if you are seeing and 
hearing me, why, oh why do You 
not rescue me from the horrors of 
the slavery of sin?’

“I would walk the streets as a 
mad person, feeling absolutely 
deranged. Then I would seek those 
who partook with me in this degra-
dation. It would somehow ease the 
agony for a while, but then again 
the worse would come. Suicide was 
always on my mind, yet something 
kept me from taking the step. In the 
church that I attended, although not 
a member, I felt extremely out of 
place.

“I was a dead person, dead, dead, 
totally dead.

“I also looked upon others as 
total hypocrites, lost like me. That 
gave some satisfaction to my sin-
enslaved mind.

“I also looked at other ‘normal’ 
people who were not like me as 
‘abnormal.’

“In despair I would cry: ‘O God, 
why, why am I different; why have 
You cursed me so much, what have 
I done that I should be so punished? 
If not You, who shall hear me and 
help me? Is there a way out of this 
darkness? Why don’t you hear my 
pleading and rescue me? I want to 
be rescued—is there a rescue?

“I believed that I am forever lost, 
that there is no way of return, and 
that Jesus has rejected me, totally 
forsaken me.

“It seemed to me that God was 
SILENT, COMPLETELY SILENT, 
UNTIL A MIRACLE HAPPENED. 

“Someone spoke to me, a 
voice told me, ‘THERE IS HOPE, 
DO NOT HURT YOURSELF 
ANY MORE, LOOK TO JESUS. 
GOD LOVES YOU. HE HAS 
NOT REJECTED YOU, HE 
SENT HIS BELOVED SON TO 
DIE ON THE CRUEL CROSS 
FOR YOU, HE SHED HIS PRE-
CIOUS BLOOD FOR YOU. HE 
DIED FOR YOU.YES, FOR YOU; 

BELIEVE, BELIEVE, AND BE-
LIEVE. 

“Behold your Redeemer and live.
“These words, I felt, as never 

before, had a profound impact 
on my whole being. For the first 
time in my life I saw a glimpse of 
hope—hope that inspired me to 
look, and LOOK, AND BEHOLD 
MY CRUCIFIED AND RISEN 
SAVIOUR. My life—until now 
worthless, suddenly became pre-
cious. I wanted to live, for HELP 
HAS COME, GOD IS THERE. HE 
HEARD MY AGONIZING CRY, 
and He RESCUED ME.

“Ever since then, I have been 
praising my Saviour and Redeemer.”

When God is “silent”
We need to see with the eye of 

faith that the “silence” of God is not 
the absence of God. During those 
“silent” moments, or even long 
periods of time, He is present in our 
pain, suffering, and isolation. He 
is present when we struggle with 
temptation, the agony of a guilty 
conscience, and with failure and 
defeat.

It is vital for us to understand 
that only God knows why He allows 
storms of suffering and temptations 
to come upon us.

For our good
We can and should be absolutely 

certain that nothing will ever befall 
us for which God has not provided 
a way of escape. When we ulti-
mately reach our eternal home, we 
will see God’s providence in every 
chapter of our life. 

“The Father’s presence encircled 
Christ, and nothing befell Him but 
that which infinite love permitted 
for the blessing of the world. Here 
was His source of comfort, and it 
is for us. . . . The blow that is aimed 
at him falls upon the Saviour, who 
surrounds him with His presence. 
. . .  Nothing can touch him except 
by our Lord’s permission, and ‘all 
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things’ that are permitted ‘work 
together for good to them that love 
God’ (Romans 8:28).”—Thoughts From 
the Mount of Blessing, p. 71.

Christ is hurting with us
Within those “silent” times, the 

Lord is present in our pain, in our 
suffering, and in our agony. The 
battle we fight He knows, and He 
does not allow the enemy of souls 
to destroy us. When we are per-
secuted and tortured, He suffers 
together with us. In His “silence” 
He is speaking loudly to the world 
around us. The greatest glory Jesus 
brought to God was not when He 
walked on the water or prayed for 
long hours—but when He cried in 
agony in the garden of Gethsemane.

The value of the soul
“The value of a soul, who can 

estimate? Would you know its 
worth, go to Gethsemane, and 
there watch with Christ through 
those hours of anguish, when 
He sweat as it were great drops 
of blood. Look upon the Saviour 
uplifted on the cross. Hear that 
despairing cry, ‘My God, My God, 
why hast Thou forsaken Me’ (Mark 
15:34)? Look upon the wounded 
head, the pierced side, the marred 
feet. Remember that Christ risked 
all. For our redemption, heaven 
itself was imperiled. At the foot of 
the cross, remembering that for 
one sinner Christ would have laid 
down His life, you may estimate 
the value of a soul.”—Christ’s Object 
Lessons, p. 196. 

“In the Garden of Gethsemane 
Christ suffered in man’s stead, and 
the human nature of the Son of God 
staggered under the terrible horror 
of the guilt of sin, until from His 
pale and quivering lips was forced 
the agonizing cry, ‘O my Father, 
if it be possible, let this cup pass 
from me.’  . . . Human nature would 
then and there have died under the 
horror of the sense of sin, had not 

an angel from heaven strengthened 
Him to bear the agony.”—God’s 
Amazing Grace, p. 168.

Christ imbues the soul with 
divine energy

“True, we have no power to free 
ourselves from Satan’s control; 
but when we desire to be set free 
from sin, and in our great need cry 
out for a power out of and above 
ourselves, the powers of the soul are 

imbued with the divine energy of 
the Holy Spirit, and they obey the 
dictates of the will in fulfilling the 
will of God.”—Maranatha, p. 91. 

Take hold of Jesus and never 
let go

“Look away from yourself. Look 
to Jesus. Take hold of the Mighty 
One, and never let go. Our Lord 
Jesus has expressed His love for 
you in that He gave His own life 
that you might be saved; you must 
not distrust that love. Do not look 
on the dark side. Be hopeful in 
God. By beholding Jesus as your 
sin-pardoning Saviour you become 
changed into His image. Say, ‘I have 

asked my Saviour, He has set me 
free, and I am free indeed. I am 
the Lord’s, and the Lord is mine. I 
will not fear. I know that He loves 
me in my infirmities, and I will 
not make Him sorry by showing 
that I distrust Him. I break with 
the enemy. Christ has cut the cords 
that bound me, and I will praise the 
Lord.’ ” —Selected Messages, bk. 3, p. 326.

“Is there not woe enough in 
this sin-stricken, sin-cursed earth 
to lead us to consecrate ourselves 
to the work of proclaiming the 
message that ‘God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only-
begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life’ (John 
3:16)? This earth has been trodden 
by the Son of God. He came to 
bring men light and life, to set them 
free from the bondage of sin. He is 
coming again in power and great 
glory, to receive to Himself those 
who during this life have followed 
in His footsteps.”—Medical Ministry, pp. 
20, 21.

“Now I am victorious through 
Christ”

In closing, I am further quoting 
from the letter previously quoted.

The result:  “With a heavy, half-
believing heart I then looked up and 
beheld my Redeemer hanging on 
the cruel cross telling me, ‘You are 
Mine; I love you. Believe and trust.’ 
The chains of sin are broken. My 
Jesus gives me power to overcome 
temptations that the enemy still 
brings. At times I feel as if I am 
going to fail; the enemy still tries to 
enslave me. But the sustaining grace 
of Christ gives me the victory, and 
I praise my Saviour. I now serve 
Him with my repentant heart, and 
tell Him, ‘Lord, give me power to 
be totally Yours, to gain complete 
victory, and when You shall come, 
please take me to your heavenly 
home.’ ”   
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And when the chief Shep-
herd shall appear, ye shall 
receive a crown of glory 
that fadeth not away” (1 
Peter 5:4).

The King of kings has given a 
wonderful promise: “To him that 
overcometh will I grant to sit with 
me in my throne, even as I also 
overcame, and am set down with 
my Father in his throne” (Revelation 
3:21).  

What a privilege—to sit with the 
King of kings in His throne. Is this 
real? Yes, indeed.  His promise does 
not fail. 

How can we make this a reality in 
our individual life? In the Olympics, 
contestants train for years to run 
for the gold medal, and there is only 
one gold medal; only one person 
wins the grand prize.

The Christian has a race to win 
as well—a golden crown is custom-
made for every redeemed soul. You 
may wonder: Is my salvation guar-
anteed? Can I be assured of my eter-
nal destiny? How can I be absolutely 
sure of my salvation? How can we 
be absolutely sure of anything? 

As skeptical beings, we want ev-
erything in writing—we want proof! 

For example, there was recently 
an engine noise in my car. It was a 
new car with a 50,000-mile war-
ranty. 

“Sorry, but we cannot find any 
noise,” the mechanic said. I brought 
the car again later and complained 
about the noise. . . . Noise not 
found. After 50,000 miles, the car 
dealer found the noise and said, “it 
will cost you $500.00 to fix it.”

I said, “you should fix it and not 
charge me.”

They said, “It is out of warranty.”  
“No, you must honor the war-

ranty because I complained about 
the noise several times when it was 
under warranty.” 

“Sorry . . .”
I called the manufacturer’s cus-

tomer service and, finally, it was re-
solved when I said that I had proof 
in writing that I had taken the car to 
the dealer under warranty.

They finally honored the war-
ranty and fixed my car at no cost.

Today we want everything “in 
writing.” We want a receipt. We 
want confirmation.

There will be many professed 
Christians without confirma-
tion that they are saved, especially 

during the time of Jacob’s trouble. 
And finally, there will be many left 
outside the gate, thinking that they 
had the right to enter in but are left 
outside to perish in darkness.

When the warranty is voided!
What did Christ say to the 5 fool-

ish virgins?
“Afterward came also the other 

virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to 
us. But he answered and said, Verily 
I say unto you, I know you not” 
(Matthew 25:11, 12).  

Jesus warns: “Not every one that 
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
but he that doeth the will of my 
Father which is in heaven. Many 
will say to me in that day, Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy 
name? and in thy name have cast 
out devils? and in thy name done 
many wonderful works? And then 
will I profess unto them, I never 
knew you: depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity” (Matthew 7:21–23). 

Is church membership a 
guarantee of salvation? 

“It is a solemn statement that I 
make to the church, that not one in 

bible and spirit of Prophecy selections, with 
comments by Paul balbach

(emphasis supplied throughout)
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twenty whose names are registered 
upon the church books are prepared 
to close their earthly history.”—Chris-
tian Service, p. 41. 

What about our association with 
good Christian people? Will that 
guarantee our eternal destiny?

“We shall be individually judged 
in the last day.”—Manuscript Releases, 
vol. 21, p. 181.

Getting the assurance
“Be it known unto you all, and 

to all the people of Israel, that by 
the name of Jesus Christ of Naza-
reth, whom ye crucified, whom God 
raised from the dead, even by him 
doth this man stand here before you 
whole. . . . Neither is there salva-
tion in any other: for there is none 
other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be 
saved” (Acts 4:10, 12).   

The cross of Christ: the only 
guarantee

The gospel is the good news of 
salvation; the gospel guarantees 
salvation. 

“[Christ] became the sin-bearer 
and died on the cross to secure sal-
vation for every sinner who repents 

and returns to his loyalty to God.”—
Sons and Daughters of God, p. 239. 

“Let us hide ourselves in Christ. 
. . . Behold in the cross of Christ 
the only guarantee for our salva-
tion. Behold the Saviour giving 
His life for us, that we might be 
Christians.”—This Day With God, p. 287.

“Christ saw the helpless condition 
of the race, and He came to redeem 
them by living the life of obedience 
the law requires, and by paying in His 
death the penalty of disobedience. 
He came to bring us the message and 
means of deliverance, an assurance 
of salvation, not through the abroga-
tion of the law, but through obedi-
ence made possible by His merits.”—
The Review and Herald, April 29, 1902.

Contemplating Christ, the 
Redeemer

“When Christ dwells in the 
heart, the soul will be so filled with 
His love, with the joy of commu-
nion with Him, that it will cleave 
to Him; and in the contempla-
tion of Him, self will be forgotten. 
Love to Christ will be the spring of 
action.”—Steps to Christ, pp. 44, 45. 

We must appropriate (accept, 
receive, apply) the merits of Christ’s 
sacrifice, and Christ’s life.

Everlasting life is a gift of God
“Now being made free from sin, 

and become servants to God, ye 
have your fruit unto holiness, and 
the end everlasting life. For the 
wages of sin is death; but the gift 
of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:22, 23). 

“For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life” 
(John 3:16).   

Do we believe in God’s gift?
Jesus declares, “Verily, verily, I say 

unto you, He that believeth on me 
hath everlasting life” (John 6:47).   

“Believe” is one of the most 
misused words in Scripture. To 
believe means to be convinced of 
the truth, to have confidence and  
trust. For example, If you believe 
that it is going to rain soon, and you 
left the windows in your car open, 
won’t you get up immediately and 
go close the windows?

In the year 1999, just before the 
turn of the century, people believed 
that something might happen. 
Many stocked up water and other 
supplies because of the Y2K scare 
when it was widely reported that 
vital computer systems around 
the world could crash and trigger 
chaos in society. People believed the 
warning and took action as a pre-
caution. Indeed, to believe requires 
action. The disciples believed on 
Jesus, so they dropped everything 
and followed Him. If you believe 
in Him, then you will also believe 
in what He stood for, and you will 
believe His Mission.  

Is Jesus worth dropping every-
thing for? Just think: Christ came 
to earth to demonstrate the Father’s 
love and character. Christ came to 
earth to “save his people from their 
sins” (Matthew 1:21). Belief in Jesus 
results in salvation from sin—free-
dom from sin.

“Blessed are they that do his 
commandments, that they may have 
right to the tree of life, and may 
enter in through the gates into the 
city” (Revelation 22:14). 

“The conditions upon which 
salvation is assured are plain and 
simple. . . . To neglect or reject 
these conditions is to lose all hope 

“Behold in the cross of Christ the only guarantee for 
our salvation. Behold the Saviour giving His life for us, 
that we might be Christians.”
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As we surrender all to Him, He 
will make us Christlike in character.

Appeal:
Young people today are so infatu-

ated to copy their favorite pop star 
singer or their favorite movie star. 
They buy their brand of clothes. 
They try to imitate their hairstyle. 
They want to live their life. These 

are modern gods and goddesses.
Dear Youth, Don’t you have 

a desire to imitate the King of 
kings? Don’t you want to wear 
His clothes—the robe of Christ’s 
righteousness? Don’t you want to 
have a permanent marking on your 
forehead, not a tatoo, but God’s 
seal of approval? Don’t you want to 
sing His songs—the songs of the 
Redeemed? Don’t you want to go to 
His show, His concert—the Mar-
riage Supper of the Lamb?

“Looking for that blessed hope, 
and the glorious appearing of the 
great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ; who gave himself for us, 
that he might redeem us from all 

of salvation. . . . [The Lord] has fur-
nished ample provision for [the sin-
ner’s] salvation, for He gave Himself 
in Christ. . . . 

“Through faith in Jesus Christ 
as our substitute, surety, and 
righteousness, we may lay hold 
upon divine power, so that the 
righteousness of the law may be 
fulfilled in us who walk not after 
the flesh, but after the Spirit. The 
keeping of God’s commandments 
is an evidence of our faith in Christ 
as our divine Saviour.”—The Signs of 
the Times, July 2, 1896.

“We are to represent Christ in 
all that we say and do. We are to live 
His life. . . . When we are securely 
anchored in Christ, we have a 
power that no human being can take 
from us.”—God’s Amazing Grace, p. 268. 

“How much owest thou unto thy 
Lord? Can you compute the sum? 
All that He possessed, He gave for 
your salvation, and He calls upon 
you to consecrate yourself to His 
service. Review from the first your 
service to God, and henceforth fol-

low the example of the Saviour, not 
the example of worldlings. Unless 
you study the Saviour’s life, and prac-
tice His lessons; you will never enter 
the courts of the blessed.”—Special 
Testimonies, Series B, No. 1, pp. 18, 19.

Closing:
“What does Deity want with us, 

poor, weak, and feeble as we are? 
What can Deity do with us? Every-
thing, if we are willing to sur-
render all. God loves every youth. 
He knows all about your trials. 
He knows that you have to battle 
against the powers of darkness, who 
strive to gain control of the human 
mind.”—Our High Calling, p. 19. 

iniquity, and purify unto himself 
a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works” (Titus 2:13, 14).   

“The perishing sinner may say: 
‘I am a lost sinner; but Christ came 
to seek and to save that which was 
lost. He says, “I came not to call 
the righteous, but sinners to repen-
tance” (Mark 2:17). I am a sinner, 
and He died upon Calvary’s cross 
to save me. I need not remain a 
moment longer unsaved. He died 
and rose again for my justification, 
and He will save me now. I accept 
the forgiveness He has promised.’”—
Selected Messages, bk. 3, p. 356. 

“Hold fast to Christ, and He 
will give you His strong arm to lean 
upon. There is a crown of life for the 
overcomer.”—Daughters of God, p. 184. 

“Behold, I come quickly; and 
my reward is with me” (Revelation 
22:12). 

Will you surrender all to Jesus 
now?  

“Unless you study the Saviour’s life, and practice 
His lessons; you will never enter the courts of the blessed.”

My Life Story
Do you like stories? Then you 
need to read this book. It is 
full of real-life, captivating 
missionary experiences includ-
ing deliverance from panthers, 
snakes, piranhas! The story of a 
missionary who served the Lord 
for 56 years and is still alive to 
tell us how it happened.
Hardcover, 440 pages, full-color.
US$ 24.95 (AUD$29.95)
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Pyramids! Images of them 
come to mind when we 
think of Egypt, yet there 
was much more to the land 
and people of the Nile. The 

Egyptian civilization was one of the 
most advanced of its time, cradling 
vast amounts of knowledge, and a 
well developed language. However, 
as the morality and principles of 
the kingdom began to slide, they 
became obsessed with nudity and 
revealing fashions. 

Amazingly the fashions of ancient 
Egypt were very similar to our own, 
and their clothing was of rich color 
and detailed patterns. Depictions 
of people on the walls of the tombs 
show women wearing pants, dresses, 
and bikini bottoms. The material 
used in making the pants must have 
been similar to today’s spandex. It 
clung like a second skin to the body 
and reached up to the mid-torso, 
making the garments impossible to 
put on without some flexibility. 

The dresses also came up mid-
torso with halter straps that left the 
breasts exposed and reached down 
to within a few inches of the ankle. 
These dresses clung very tightly to 
the body, revealing the curve of the 
buttocks and must have been of a 

flexible material as well, as there ap-
pears to be no slits. Long, loose-fit-
ting robes were also worn but they 
were of some type of mesh-like, 
see-through material. Most of the 
women depicted had long hair, but 
a few had a bobbed hair styling. To 
this they added jewelry according to 
their wealth and status.

We are shocked at the un-
ashamed nudity displayed by the 
Egyptians, but our modern society 
is not far behind. The fashions of 
our day wrap tightly, showing the 
female figure in the same way, and 
though complete uncovering of 
the breasts is mostly forbidden, it 
is considered acceptable if only the 
front area is covered and the rest 
exposed. 

It was into this immoral environ-
ment that the young man Joseph 
found himself alone and without 
friends. Here he determined again 
not to be corrupted by the unholy 
influences of those around him and 
not to partake in the worship of 
idols. It was only by the power of 
God that he remained firm in this 
stand. As he was surrounded by 
the depravity and immorality, he 
grasped his only Source of strength 
and hope. If separated from friends 

and family and placed into such 
an environment, could we stand as 
unwaveringly for God as this young 
man did?    

The Bible tells us though that 
Joseph was wearing a coat or full 
length robe when Potiphar’s wife 
tried to grab him, and he left it 
and fled. According to the Mi-
drash (Jewish interpretation of a 
given Bible account) there were 
three things that kept the identity 
of God’s people separate from the 
Egyptians: The Hebrew names, the 
Hebrew language, and their distinct, 
modest form of dress. Joseph came 
from this type of an atmosphere 
straight into Egypt without any 
special training to face the dangers, 
as Moses received. 

The Bible says that Potiphar’s 
wife daily tried to ensnare him. We 
can only imagine that she used all 
kinds of different ways and means 
in her attempts to seduce him. 
When he resisted day after day, she 
finally grabbed him, and he left his 
outer garment in her hands and ran. 
He didn’t even wait to think about 
what it might be like, or to negotiate 
with his temptress. 

It was out of this land of immoral-
ity that God brought His people, and 

by Jonathan tyler

Egypt’s Breezy Fashions
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Egypt became forever synonymous 
with sin. He instructed them in 
how to live and be His holy chosen 
people. “And ye shall be holy unto 
me: for I the Lord am holy, and have 
severed you from other people, that 
ye should be mine” (Leviticus 20:26). 

In God’s instructions there were 
some things that He gave directly 
with relation to their appearance 
and dress. It was and is God’s design 
that His people should be distinct 
from the world in their standard 
of modest clothing. Let us look at 
some examples:

The priest was to be fully clothed 
while working in the sanctuary. 

Anyone who came close to the 
presence of God removed his shoes 
and covered his head. Even to this 
day it is a tradition among the Jews 
for both men and women to cover 
the head when they pray or come 
into the synagogue. This was and is 
considered an act of reverence and 
humility. 

Unlike the Egyptians, who often 
went nude in the house, God said to 
His people. “The nakedness of 
thy father, or the naked-
ness of thy mother, 
shalt thou not 
uncover: she is 
thy mother; 
thou shalt 

not uncover her nakedness” (Leviti-
cus 18:7).

“The nakedness of thy sister, the 
daughter of thy father, or daughter 
of thy mother, whether she be born 
at home, or born abroad, even their 
nakedness thou shalt not uncover” 
(Leviticus 18:9).

The distinction between the 
appearance of men or women was 
not to be blurred or imitated by the 
opposite sex. “The woman shall not 
wear that which pertaineth unto a 
man, neither shall a man put on a 
woman’s garment: for all that do so 
are abomination unto the Lord thy 
God” (Deuteronomy 22:5). Al-
though all the distinctions between 
male and female clothing are not 
clear, we can find at least two main 
things. The “ma’aphoret” or head 
covering of men and women was 
different. Men wore it mostly as a 
wrap or turban, and women wore 
theirs draped over their head, often 
extending to the ankles. The other 
difference was in the amount of 
cloth used in the outer garment. 

Women used a larger volume 
of cloth than men in 

their outer gar-
ment so as to 

ensure that the curves of their figure 
were hidden by the clothing.1 

Later on, in the time of Ahaz-
iah, king of Judah, worldly fashion 
went to extremes. “And when Jehu 
was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard 
of it; and she painted her face, and 
tired her head, and looked out at a 
window” (2 Kings 9:30). Jezebel was 
a very wicked woman for she had 
turned Israel to Baal worship. Ac-
cording to Revelation 2:20, she was 
a prophetess who led others into 
idolatry and fornication. 

Jehu was not at all seduced by the 
beautiful but wicked queen and had 
her thrown out that very window. 
She was then eaten by the dogs of 
the city just as the Lord had spoken 
by the prophet Elijah.

Fashion again found its way into 
the land of Judah in the time of 
Isaiah. He says, “The daughters of 
Zion are haughty, and walk with 
stretched forth necks and wanton 
eyes, walking and mincing as they 
go, and making a tinkling with their 
feet” (Isaiah 3:16).

What a show! With little bells 
about their ankles, earrings, brace-
lets, headdresses, scarves, bonnets, 
perfume boxes, rings, nose jewels, 
fine robes, capes, cloaks, and purses, 
they pranced around Jerusalem 
parading their beauty and flirting 
with their eyes as they went. God 
was so disgusted with them that He 
said their nicely styled hair would 
fall out and sores and scabs would 
grow in its place. He also prom-
ised that instead of fine linen they 
would soon be wearing sackcloth, 
a very rough course garment. Now 
we know what God thinks about 
fashion shows!  

1 Dress.  A New Standard Bible Dictionary. Edited 
by Melancthon W. Jacobus, Elbert C. Lane, An-
drew C. Zenos and Elmer J Cook. Philadelphia, 
Blackiston Company, 1944.
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We serve a gracious 
and inspiring God. 
He constantly blesses 
us and the world. 
And while I find 

the seventh day Sabbath one of His 
many blessing to me, it is only one 
of the thousands of blessings I enjoy  
from the Almighty’s hand. 
Rather than refer to a mountain 
of thoughts and texts at once, I am 
only going to focus on one point for 
a moment. The seventh day Sabbath 
was given to all mankind in Eden. 
John (John 1:1, 3) and Paul (Colos-
sians 1:15, 16) tell us that Jesus cre-
ated our earth. In Genesis chapters 1 
and 2, we read of several acts of God 
(as Moses refers to Jesus).

1. He came and was present on our 
earth.

2. He ordered nothing to become 
our reality, e.g., “Let there be 
light” “let the dry land appear,” 
and so forth. 

3. Whatever He ordered, He made 
reality: “and it was so.”

4. Jesus then gave purpose and 
meaning to this reality and told 
us how to comprehend it, e.g., 
“God called the light Day.” “God 
called the dry land Earth.” “God 
made two great lights; the greater 
light to rule the day. . . .”

5. Jesus commanded His created 
works to live by His own laws. 
“God blessed [the water, animals 
and birds], saying, “Be fruitful, 
and multiply,” and so forth.

6. Jesus observed His own work and 
was satisfied. “And God saw that 
it was good.”

In observing the different activi-
ties of God in creation, it becomes  
apparent that He was establishing a 
system of life, not just creating  
objects. Our Elder Brother ordained 
the routines we study in science as  
well as the plants and animals that 
surround us. God made more than  
light; He made the day/night rou-
tine. Jesus created more than just 
the original objects of our world. He 
created how our world operates. 
And Jesus finishes this wonderful 
creation by setting apart or sanctify-
ing a day of rest. No creature was 
exhausted. Jesus Himself does not 
get weary (Isaiah 40:28) (except 
while here on earth as a human, 
as in John 4:6). There was no need 
of rest on this first Sabbath as we 
think of it. Yet Jesus established the 
seventh day as a day of rest as part 
of the fundamental reality of our 
world. 

I can no more reject Jesus’ sanc-
tification of the seventh day of rest 
than I can reject His command to 
let land and oceans be separate, or 
His command to let the sun sepa-
rate night from day. I cannot undo 
what God has done. I choose to 
accept it. And that means the sur-
render of all my human restlessness 
and hostility into a reunion with 
Jesus. And so, accepting that God 
made the seventh day of each week 
as a day of His kind of rest is a mat-
ter of letting Him write His law into 
my heart. It is a matter of conver-
sion for me. And it is a tremendous 
source of personal blessing for me. 
It provides me with the opportunity 
to study the important questions 
and issues of my life that otherwise 
would be lost to the urgent ones.

Addressing the origin of the Sab-
bath does not answer the questions 
about its history and about how that 
history impacts its current relevance. 
That is another important study in it-
self to be saved for another time.   

by tobias stockler
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In our last issue of the Youth 
Messenger, we learned how 
young Adoniram Judson gave 
his heart to Jesus Christ. Im-
mediately after his conversion, 

there awakened in him a burning 
zeal to share the gospel with souls 
dwelling in darkness. Together with 
his fiancée, Ann, this young man 
had decided to sacrifice whatever 
would be necessary in order to take 
the gospel to people in some remote 
corner of the world. After all, 
Jesus has given the great commis-
sion: “Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature” 
(Mark 16:15), and this young couple 
was determined to carry out the 
challenge.

Some ridiculed the pair, saying 
that Americans were not meant to 
go to faraway places such as India; 
the British were already tending 
to the work of foreign missions, 
and that was thought to be good 
enough. Others insisted that there 
was already plenty of church work 
to be done on the home front. Why 
bother to venture so far? But God’s 
call was strong nonetheless, and the 
moving of the Holy Spirit could not 
be resisted. 

Adoniram
                  & Ann

by b. Monteiro

Part 2

by barbara Monteiro

way to India. But no—as it turned 
out, because of tensions then exist-
ing between Britain and the United 
States, no such assistance was pos-
sible. So back home he had to go. 

Arrival in India
Ann was waiting at the shore to 

greet Adoniram, and two weeks af-
ter their marriage, the pair boarded 
a ship to India. 

Shortly after their arrival in 
that ancient Asian nation, a 
government official 
in fancy clothes and 
bearing a sword had 
some abrupt news for 
the Judsons. 

“You must leave 
India at once,” he said. 
“We want no more mis-
sionaries here!” 

At that time, India 
was not ruled by either 
itself or England, but by 
the East India Company, 
which did not want the 
natives to be influenced by 
what they felt were Western 
ideas that could potentially 
destabilize their lavish com-
mercial profits. 

Someday, Adoniram and Ann 
would be able to labor as a team, 
but first the prospective husband 
had to make his way alone.

In the dungeon!
The British vessel Packet de-

parted from Boston harbor in 
January 1811 with five precious 
passengers—Adoniram Judson and 
four other young men he had met 
who were also aspiring to be foreign 
missionaries. Before long, all were 
to face a trying introduction to real 
suffering for the Saviour and Master 
who did suffer so much for humani-
ty: The ship was captured by pirates, 
the passengers became horribly 
seasick, the sour smell was incred-
ibly disgusting, and the dark hold in 
the ship was absolutely filthy. This 
ordeal tried the meticulously clean 
Adoniram to the utmost. Eventu-
ally, he ended up in a French prison 
where no English was spoken—at 
least at first. Thankfully, however, 
God sent an American gentleman 
to smuggle him out and help him 
get to London.

“At last!” thought Adoniram.  
Now, surely the London Missionary 
Society would help him make his 

Im
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But that was not the only ob-
stacle working against the young 
missionaries. During the long ocean 
voyage, through study and prayer, 
the Judsons had begun to embrace 
the biblical concept of baptism by 
immersion. By taking their stand 
on this higher principle, they knew 
their source of support from back 
home would be cut off. 

How could all this be? Were the 
dreams of this young couple yearn-
ing to serve God in their noble aim 
to be missionaries destined to be 
utterly worthless? Had their journey 
all this great distance at tremendous 
difficulty and sacrifice been for 
nothing?  

Adoniram and Ann immediately 
prayed to the Lord for guidance. 
As another ship approached, the 
thought came to them, “Where 
might it be headed?”

“Hostile territory,” the ship cap-
tain was soon to inform them. The 
vessel was on its way to Burma—a 
land where the cruel king would kill 
people he did not like. 

Would they go? Adoniram and 
Ann looked at one another with 
deep solemnity. Would 
they be 

brave enough to trust Jesus in taking 
His message to such a dangerous 
land so adverse to the gospel? . . . 

Yet on the other hand, had not 
Jesus said to go into all the world? 
Had He ever said it would be easy? 
Or did He simply promise that 
He would be with His disciples 
always—“even unto the end of the 
world” (Matthew 28:20)?

After bowing before the Lord in 
prayer, the Judsons made their deci-
sion. To Burma they would go!

Truly an exotic land
After facing thunder, lightning, 

and seasickness aboard the sea 
vessel Georgianna, the young mis-
sionary pair arrived in Rangoon, 
Burma. One of the first sights that 
met their eyes was the ancient gold-
en pagoda where the native people 
worshipped their gods. Under the 
supreme king, no deviation from 
the official religion was permitted—
under penalty of torture or death. 

The translation of holy Scripture 
into the Burmese language was a 
priority project for Adoniram. This 

extremely difficult task 
he undertook under 
great obstacles. 

The native people 
had a hard time com-
prehending the need 
and significance of 
salvation through 
Christ, yet they 
could not help but 
be touched by the 
dedication and 
sacrifice of the 
Judsons. One 
of Adoniram’s 
first task was 
to build a “za-
hat.” This was 
a bamboo 
hut raised on 

posts about 
four feet above ground 

level. A long veranda stretched 
across the front, and there were two 

rooms in the back. Using the ve-
randa, the missionary could invite 
passers-by for rest and discussion. 
Under the shade of its thatched 
roof made of dried grass, Adoniram 
preached the gospel of Jesus Christ 
with persistent zeal. The work was 
slow, and it was only after six longs 
years of patient effort that the first 
soul was baptized into Christ. 

Toil, trial, and triumph
When the British army brought 

warships to occupy Burma, the dedi-
cated missionary was cast into prison 
under accusation by the Burmese of 
being a British spy. Just before being 
taken captive, Adoniram hid in an 
old, dirty pillow his only copy of the 
manuscript he had been preparing 
of the Burmese translation of the 
Bible. Being ordered by the guards to 
leave the pillow behind, Adoniram 
was heartbroken. . . . Would the nine 
long years of hard work invested 
in this translation be forever lost? 
With deep sorrow he saw the guards 
smash his bamboo hut with the pre-
cious pillow heaped in the middle 
of the pile. 

Three months later, Britain had 
won the war and Adoniram—now 
much weaker physically, was freed 
from prison. He was eager to start 
his labor of love on the translation 
all over again. A joyous surprise, 
however, awaited him.

A Burmese Christian had gone to 
Adoniram’s hut the very day it had 
been smashed to pieces. This friend 
had hoped to come away with some 
small token of remembrance of 
beloved Adoniram, yet all he had 
been able to find was a dirty pillow 
on the muddy ground. The strange 
lumps in the pillow had aroused his 
curiosity. . . . What a delight it was 
to discover the whole New Testa-
ment intact and clearly legible! 

Now, as the miraculous provi-
dence of God was presented before 
him, the freshly-encouraged mis-
sionary pressed on by translating 
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the Old Testament. Another bless-
ing that had come after the war was 
that more of the Burmese natives 
were now more courageous to take 
their stand for the gospel since they 
no longer had to live under the ter-
ror of their former king.  

Many, many adventures were ex-
perienced in the lives of Adoniram 
and Ann Judson. Surely their lives 
as missionaries to Burma were filled 
with difficult trials and disappoint-
ments, yet somehow it was all worth 
it. Adoniram’s trusting faith in Jesus 
was expressed as follows:

“Sovereign love appoints 
the measure

And the number of our pains,
And is pleased 

when we take pleasure
In the trials He ordains.”

Echoing the victory
When Adoniram Judson arrived 

in Burma in 1813, there was not a 
single Burmese Christian. By the 
time the great missionary died in 
1850, he had translated the entire 
Bible into Burmese and more than 
7,000 Burmese people had placed 
their faith in Jesus Christ as their 
personal Saviour. What a wonder-
ful way to spend a lifetime! Is there 
anything more worthwhile than be-
ing a missionary for Jesus Christ? 

Adoniram Judson summed it up:

“In spite of sorrow, loss, and pain
Our course be onward still.

We sow in Burma’s barren plain.
We reap on Zion’s hill.”

Scripture echoes the refrain 
(Psalm 126:5, 6):

“They that sow in tears 
shall reap in joy. 

He that goeth forth and weepeth, 
bearing precious seed, 

shall doubtless come again 
with rejoicing, 

bringing his sheaves with him.”

Dear youth on the verge of 
choosing your lifework and per-
haps even lifelong companion: In 
view of eternity stretching before 
us, can any aim be more reward-
ing than some form of missionary 
service in behalf of lost humanity? 
Jesus Himself wants to share with 
us His own joy in laboring for the 
salvation of souls: “He shall see of 
the travail of his soul, and shall be 
satisfied” (Isaiah 53:11). No greater, 
deeper satisfaction than this can 
ever be experienced.  

Did not Jesus say
to go into all the world? 

Did He ever say 
it would be easy? 

Or did He simply promise that 
He would be with His disciples 
always—“even unto the end of 

the world” (Matthew 28:20)?
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The Bible tells us about a man named Elijah who was like every other 
human, except for the fact that he was completely different. Why do I 
say that?

Yes, he was subject to like passions as we are, but he had an un-
yielding faith.

After being assured of God’s promise of rain, time after time Elijah sent his 
servant to see if a raincloud was rising, but no cloud was to be seen. At last, 
after seven times, the servant returned with the word, “There ariseth a little 
cloud out of the sea, like a man’s hand” (1 Kings 18:44). 

The average person such as I might have stood back and said, “I will not 
receive this evidence; I will wait till the heavens gather blackness.” But not 
Elijah. He went forward, trusting in that divine token and sent his messenger 
to tell the king that there was the sound of abundance of rain. Did Elijah ac-
tually hear any rain? Did he actually see at least a few drops falling? Not at all. 

Nevertheless, through faith Elijah could see the invisible. He understood 
that the things that are seen are temporal, so he made Jesus a personal friend 
whom he trusted to be present even when he could not see Him with his 
eyes—even  when God seemed to be silent, for his relationship with Christ 
was beyond sight, sound, and feelings.

Elijah did his homework of making sure his eternal destiny was guaran-
teed. It is true that the Bible does not endorse the doctrine of “once saved, 
always saved”—saved regardless of what we may do thereafter. In no way 
should we go around boasting ourselves of being saved. Yet it is nonetheless 
our privilege to be able to echo the experience of Elijah in our own life.  How?

 “Put not off the day of preparation…. Let none leave their safety for eter-
nity to hang upon a peradventure. Let not the question remain in perilous 
uncertainty. Ask yourselves earnestly, Am I among the saved, or the unsaved? 
Shall I stand, or shall I not stand?”—Testimonies to Ministers, p. 443. 

This issue of the Youth Messenger also brings more on the story of Ado-
niram and Ann Judson who, like Elijah, decided to live for Jesus. Like the 
prophet, they saw beyond this world. In spite of sorrows, loss, and pain their 
course was onward still—for they saw the invisible. 

Referring to the type of faith that Elijah had, we are told, “It is such faith 
as this that we need, faith that will take hold and will not let go.”—In Heavenly 
Places, p. 88.

May you and I enjoy this same experience of seeing the invisible every 
moment of our journey in this passing world, making sure we are counted 
among the saved ones, by Jesus’ grace.  

eli  tenorio da silva

Am I Among 
the Saved?
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Christ’s Appeal

I am standing outside thy door tonight,
 Seeking thine heart to win;
The world for awhile has withdrawn its light—
 Wilt thou open and let Me in?
I have traveled far on a lonely road,
 In sorrow and agony;
I have borne sin’s heavy, crushing load,
 All, all for the sake of thee!

I am standing to plead with thee tonight,
 While the dews of evening fall;
O’er the moaning and surging waves of life
 Dost thou hear My yearning call?
I would free thy soul from the chains of earth,
 From its care, its sorrow, its sin;
I would give thee joy, for its hollow mirth—
 Wilt thou open and let Me in?

From the glorious heights of Heaven I came
 To seek thee and to save;
But the world, it gave Me a cross of shame,
 And a lonely, borrowed grave.
I left My radiant home above,
 All for the sake of thee;
I have died to prove My deep, deep love,
 Wilt thou open the door to Me?

Thou hast wandered far in the paths of sin,
 Thou art weary, and sad, and lone;
But My blood can cleanse, 
 and My love can win—
 May I make thine heart My own?
The world, it has given thee care and pain,
 Often famine and misery;
I offer the treasures of priceless gain—
 Wilt thou open the door to Me?

                                                     —Author Unknown


