
®

u Naked in Paradise
u Ten Lepers

Vol. XXVIII, No. 1

u Foxes and Vineyards
u Adoniram & Ann

u Splendor in the Sunshine
u Prayer



And it came to pass, that, 
as [Jesus] was praying 
in a certain place, when 
he ceased, one of his 
disciples said unto him, 

Lord, teach us to pray, as John also 
taught his disciples” (Luke 11:1). 

Jesus in His answer said, “After 
this manner therefore pray ye: Our 
Father which art in heaven, Hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil: for thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever. 
Amen” (Matthew 6:9–13).

“[Luke 11:2–4 quoted.] Christ 
did not give us this prayer to 
repeat as a form. He gave it as an 
illustration of what our prayers 
should be—simple, earnest, and 
comprehensive.”—The Youth’s Instructor, 
December 7, 1899. 

Christ in His example included 
the following: “Thy will be done 
in earth, as it is in heaven. . . . And 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors.”

If there is anything a believer 
should study with deep, and intense 
devotion, it is the subject of prayer. 
Many have gone astray today and 
some have abandoned their faith be-
cause they did not know how to pray.

We came across a man who told 
us that he can never go to church 
again for the rest of his life. He 
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said, “I was a very faithful follower 
of Jesus Christ, I paid my tithes 
and offerings, I tried my best to 
obey God’s laws, but a couple of 
years back a man stood against me, 
claiming my big plot of land to be 
his. Not only that; he sued me in 
court. I told God, ‘If you help me to 
win this case I will ever live to serve 
you, but if you allow that man to 
take away my large piece of land—
my only hope, I will never worship 
you again.’ ”

Hindrance No. 1
Forgetting “thy will be done”

The No. 1 hindrance is when we 
do not pray according to the will of 
God (Matthew 6:10).

We should always remember to 
pray for the will of God to be done 
under all circumstances. Our God 
is infinite in wisdom; what we think 
to be the best may not be for our 
own good. Remember the response 
of the Hebrew slaves that were 
sentenced to death because they de-
cided to obey God rather than man. 
“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abedne-
go, answered and said to the king, O 
Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful 
to answer thee in this matter. If it be 
so, our God whom we serve is able 
to deliver us from the burning fiery 
furnace, and he will deliver us out 

of thine hand, O king. But if not, be 
it known unto thee, O king, that we 
will not serve thy gods, nor worship 
the golden image which thou hast 
set up” (Daniel 3:16–18).

These young Hebrews knew that 
God is able to do all things, includ-
ing saving them from the burning 
furnace. But even if not [if He, for 
whatever reason, should choose not 
to deliver them], they said, “Be it 
known unto thee, O king, that we 
will not serve thy gods.”

We should know that there is a 
very big difference between what we 
want and what we need. God may 
not give us what we want, but He 
will surely give us what we need.

“But my God shall supply all your 
need according to his riches in glory 
by Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19).

Many say, But when our loving 
God in His infinite wisdom sees 
that what they are asking will not 
help them to keep their faith, He 
may refuse to grant their request.

“Ye ask, and receive not, because 
ye ask amiss, that ye may consume 
it upon your lusts” (James 4:3).

“And this is the confidence that 
we have in him, that, if we ask 
any thing according to his will, he 
heareth us: and if we know that 
he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we 
know that we have the petitions that 
we desired of him” (1 John 5:14, 15).

“When you pray for temporal 
blessings, remember that the Lord 
may see that it is not for your good 
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or for His glory to give you just 
what you desire. But He will answer 
your prayer, giving you just what is 
best for you.”—In Heavenly Places, p. 82.

“That prayer which comes forth 
from an earnest, believing heart is 
the effectual, fervent prayer that 
availeth much. God does not always 
answer our prayers as we expect, 
for we may not ask what would be 
for our highest good; but in His 
infinite love and wisdom He will 
give us those things which we most 
need.”—Testimonies, vol. 4, p. 531. 

 

Hindrance No. 2
An unforgiving spirit

The No. 2 hindrance to prayer is 
when we cannot forgive those who 
trespass against us. “Forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors.” 
Many professed believers find it 
very difficult to forgive others their 
wrongs. Jesus said, “If ye forgive not 
men their trespasses, neither will 
your Father forgive your trespasses” 
(Matthew 6:15). 

Unforgiveness hinders prayers. 
“Fasting and prayer will accom-
plish nothing while the heart is 
estranged from God by a wrong 
course of action. Read Isaiah 58:6, 
7, 9-11”(Counsels on Health, p. 377).  

“What things soever ye desire, 
when ye pray, believe that ye receive 
them, and ye shall have them. And 
when ye stand praying, forgive, if 
ye have ought against any: that your 
Father also which is in heaven may 
forgive you your trespasses. But if 
ye do not forgive, neither will your 

Father which is in heaven forgive 
your trespasses” (Mark 11:24–26). 

In these words Christ Himself 
made it clear that those unwilling 
to forgive others cannot receive 
answers to their prayers.

“He who is unforgiving cuts off 
the very channel through which 
alone he can receive mercy from 
God. We should not think that 
unless those who have injured us 
confess the wrong we are justified in 
withholding from them our forgive-
ness. It is their part, no doubt, to 
humble their hearts by repentance 
and confession; but we are to have 
a spirit of compassion toward those 
who have trespassed against us, 
whether or not they confess their 
faults. However sorely they may have 
wounded us, we are not to cherish 
our grievances and sympathize with 
ourselves over our injuries; but as we 
hope to be pardoned for our offenses 
against God we are to pardon all 
who have done evil to us.”—Thoughts 
From the Mount of Blessing, pp. 113, 114. 

“Therefore if thou bring thy gift to 
the altar, and there rememberest that 
thy brother hath ought against thee; 
leave there thy gift before the altar, 
and go thy way; first be reconciled to 
thy brother, and then come and offer 
thy gift” (Matthew 5:23, 24).

Hindrance No. 3
Doubt and discouragement

The No. 3 hindrance to our prayer 
is doubt or discouragement. At some 

point in life it happens to nearly all 
that, even when we are trying to 
live according to the light we have 
received, answers to our prayers still 
seem not to come. And this is when 
many lose their faith. But it should 
not be so, because when the winds of 
discouragement seem to blow hard 
on us, that probably could be the 
exact time when the answers to our 
prayers are likely to be available.

Don’t give up!
“[Jesus] spake a parable unto 

[the disciples] to this end, that men 
ought always to pray, and not to 
faint; saying, There was in a city a 
judge, which feared not God, nei-
ther regarded man: and there was 
a widow in that city; and she came 
unto him, saying, Avenge me of 
mine adversary. And he would not 
for a while: but afterward he said 
within himself, Though I fear not 
God, nor regard man; yet because 
this widow troubleth me, I will 
avenge her, lest by her continual 
coming she weary me. And the Lord 
said, Hear what the unjust judge 
saith. And shall not God avenge his 
own elect, which cry day and night 
unto him, though he bear long with 
them? I tell you that he will avenge 
them speedily” (Luke 18:1–8).

“And, behold, a woman of Ca-
naan came out of the same coasts, 
and cried unto him, saying, Have 
mercy on me, O Lord, thou son of 
David; my daughter is grievously 

If there is anything a believer should study with deep, 
and intense devotion, it is the subject of prayer. 

Many have gone astray today and some have abandoned their faith 
because they did not know how to pray.
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vexed with a devil. But he answered 
her not a word. And his disciples 
came and besought him, saying, 
Send her away; for she crieth after 
us. But he answered and said, I am 
not sent but unto the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel. Then came she 
and worshipped him, saying, Lord, 
help me. But he answered and said, 
It is not meet to take the children’s 
bread, and cast it to dogs.  And she 
said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat 
of the crumbs which fall from their 
masters’ table.  Then Jesus answered 
and said unto her, O woman, great 
is thy faith: be it unto thee even as 
thou wilt. And her daugh-
ter was made whole from 
that very hour” (Matthew 
15:22–28).

Here was a woman who 
was desperately in need of 
Christ’s help, but the closer 
she came, the more the 
wind of discouragement 
was blowing on her.

1. As she cried, Jesus 
answered her not a word.

2. The disciples asked 
Him very earnestly to send 
her away.

3. As she kept on cry-
ing, the first answer she 
received from Jesus was, 
“It is not meet to take the 
children’s bread, and to 
cast it to dogs.” This answer 
would have utterly discour-
aged a less earnest seeker. 

But she was persistent and 
refused to become discouraged. 
She kept her faith and continued 
following Jesus. And finally, Jesus 
answered and said unto her, “O 
woman, great is thy faith: be it unto 
thee even as thou wilt. And her 
daughter was made whole from that 
very hour.”

Had the woman given up, her 
daughter would not have been 
healed. Her faith was tested, but it 
stood the test and thus her request 
was granted.

“When upon Mount Carmel 
[Elijah] offered the prayer for rain 
(1 Kings 18:41–45), his faith was 
tested, but he persevered in making 
known his request unto God. Six 
times he prayed earnestly, and yet 
there was no sign that his petition 
was granted, but with a strong faith 
he urged his plea to the throne of 
grace. Had he given up in discour-
agement at the sixth time, his prayer 
would not have been answered, but 
he persevered till the answer came. 
We have a God whose ear is not 
closed to our petitions; and if we 
prove His Word, He will honor our 

faith. He wants us to have all our 
interests interwoven with His in-
terests, and then He can safely bless 
us; for we shall not then take glory 
to self when the blessing is ours, 
but shall render all the praise to 
God. God does not always answer 
our prayers the first time we call 
upon Him; for should He do this, 
we might take it for granted that 
we had a right to all the blessings 
and favors He bestowed upon us. 
Instead of searching our hearts to 
see if any evil was entertained by us, 

any sin indulged, we should become 
careless, and fail to recognize our 
dependence upon Him, and our 
need of His help.

“The servant watched while 
Elijah prayed. Six times he returned 
from the watch, saying, There is 
nothing, no cloud, no sign of rain. 
But the prophet did not give up in 
discouragement. . . . As he searched 
his heart, he seemed to be less and 
less, both in his own estimation and 
in the sight of God. . . . And when 
he reached the point of renouncing 
self, while he clung to the Saviour as 
his only strength and righteousness, 

the answer came. The servant 
appeared, and said, ‘Behold, 
there ariseth a little cloud out 
of the sea, like a man’s hand.’

“Elijah did not wait for the 
heavens to gather blackness. 
In that small cloud, he beheld 
by faith an abundance of 
rain; and he acted in har-
mony with his faith. . . . Faith 
such as this is needed in the 
world today—faith that will 
lay hold on the promises of 
God’s word, and refuse to let 
go until Heaven hears.”—God’s 
Amazing Grace, p. 88.  

“If we do not feel immedi-
ate answers to our prayers, 
we should hold fast our 
faith, not allowing distrust 
to come in, for that will 
separate us from God. If our 
faith wavers, we shall receive 

nothing from Him. Our confidence 
in God should be strong; and when 
we need it most, the blessing will 
fall upon us like a shower of rain.”—
Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 121.

The word of God bids us, “Pray 
without ceasing.  In every thing 
give thanks: for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus concerning 
you” (1 Thessalonians 5:17, 18). 
“And this is the confidence that 
we have in him, that, if we ask 
any thing according to his will, he 
heareth us” (1 John 5:14).  
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There are some ads you see 
everywhere inviting you to 
some tropical paradise. . . . 
Often the scenes portrayed 
are of sparkling blue wa-

ters, white sandy beaches, and a few 
palm trees to support the hammock. 
The people seen in these ads are 
scantily clothed and soaking up the 
tropical sun. 

God’s paradise for Adam and 
Eve, according to the the biblical ac-
count, was the garden of Eden, and 
we find that “they were both naked, 
the man and his wife, and were 
not ashamed” (Genesis 2:25). Why 

would 
God create 

people and 
leave them naked? 

Doesn’t God care about 
modesty? 

Did you know that there are 
two different kinds of nakedness? 
At least that’s what we find in the 
Bible. The word used in Genesis 
for Adam and Eve’s nakedness 
before sin is also used in Job. “For 
thou hast taken a pledge from thy 
brother for nought, and stripped the 
naked of their clothing” (Chapter 
22:6). The literal translation of this 
verse is “the garments of the naked 
Thou dost strip off ” (Young’s Literal 
Translation). 

How do you strip clothes off the 
naked? Could Adam and Eve have 
been clothed before sin and still 

be called naked? Further along in 
our journey through the history of 
fashion, we’ll delve into this in more 
detail, but we find in Scripture that 
there is a type of nakedness or im-
modesty that is not the same as total 
nudity.

So, what really was lost when 
Adam and Eve sinned? What could 
this mysterious covering be? Well, the 
Bible gives us a little hint. Adam was 
made in the image of God, and there 
is an interesting verse that speaks of 

God’s covering. “Who coverest 
thyself with light as with a 

garment: who stretchest 
out the heavens like 

a curtain” (Psalm 
104:2).

Based on this 
verse, it seems 

that if in fact they 
had something on, 

it was most likely a 
garment of light. So 
Adam and Eve were 
not totally nude, 

but after sin they definitely were. So 
shocking to them was the change 
that they ran for cover and started 
fiddling with fig leaves in trying to 
fashion a mobile bush.

Here is what one author had to 
say: “[Adam and Eve] forgot the 
great love that God had manifested 
toward them in giving them life, 
in providing them with a beautiful 
garden, in furnishing them with 
pleasant employment. They for-
got His mercies, and thought Him 
selfish and unkind. ‘And the eyes of 
them both were opened, and they 
knew that they were naked’ (Gene-
sis 3:7). The garments of light which 
had enveloped them disappeared 
when they sinned against God.”—
The Signs of the Times, February 13, 1896. 

God was obviously not at all im-
pressed with their skimpy camou-
flage fashion so He made “coats of 
skins, and clothed them” (Genesis 
3:21). This word “coat” is also the 
same as it is later used to refer to 

By JonaThan Tyler
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the priests’ garments. We’ll discover 
later how very particular God was 
about the priest’s clothing, and, with 
that in mind, it is unlikely that coat 
was anything less than a full length 
robe. So, from a skimpy fig-leaf 
fashion to a nice, sturdy leather 
coat. . . . sounds like an upgrade! 

The next time fashion shows up 
in biblical history is found in Gen-
esis chapter 6. It says “that the sons 
of God saw the daughters of men 
that they were fair; and they took 
them wives of all which they chose” 
(Verse 2). In this verse we find re-
corded the first vanity fair. 

The sons of God were so called 
because they followed the instruc-
tion of God given to Adam. Adam 
is called the son of God in Luke 
3:38. So here we find that instead of 
marrying women who feared God 
and were obedient, they saw some-
thing about these worldly gals that 
were attractive. 

The Bible verse says that they 
were fair (beautiful). Now keep in 
mind that before the Flood, when 
the genetic pool was mostly undam-
aged, there would not have been 
any ugly people. In fact, compared 
to today, everyone would have been 
stunningly beautiful back then. 
There are really only three main 
things about a woman that attract 
a man: The heart, the face, and—if 
displayed—the body. The selfish 
heart of these worldly women would 
not have been an attraction, nor 

would the face have been anymore 
beautiful than those of the godly 
women around them. This leaves 
us with only one choice, that these 
worldly women were showing off 
their bodies. Now we can see the 
beginnings of fashion fully exposed. 

Many a God-fearing man has 
fallen from his noble place because 
of this enticement. God created 
men to be intensely attracted by 
the exposed or even the partially ex-
posed bodies of women. The drive 
and desire that it creates in a man is 
so strong that it can seem impossi-
ble to resist. Most men in the world 
today don’t even bother to try and 
control this desire, and the outcome 
is not a happy one. 

For the young female readers, let 
me give you a little hint: you want 
a fellow who is attracted to you as a 
person and not just how you look. 
If young men are always looking 
south of your chin, then they are 
only interested in your body and 
not in you as a person. Of course, 
it is really easy to attract men by 
showing off your body, but they 
are not the kind of men you really 
want to attract. The reason is that 
in a few years they’ll be long gone, 
chasing other beautiful bodies. You 
want men to look at you in the face 
and be interested in you as a person. 
Since we fellows are so visually 
oriented, it is very distracting when 
women show off their bodies. 

Even the best of us struggle at 
times when a woman with a low 
neckline or short skirt walks by. It 

is not all just seeing skin either. 
Tight-fitting pants, shirts, 

shorts, and even skirts 
cause our mind to 

want to go to 

things that are supposed to wait till 
after marriage. I have seen over and 
over again young women who come 
to meetings dressed up with very 
tight clothing, and they get swarmed 
by young men and a few older ones 
too. Then a year or two later they 
come dressed more appropriately, 
and they are almost ignored by the 
former class of individuals. 

I am not saying that women who 
dress modestly are ignored. I am just 
saying what kind of friendships will 
be more meaningful, solid, and pro-
ductive of good. Men who are trying 
to live for God will generally try to 
avoid temptation—and if that is you, 
then you might miss out on a good 
friend or, maybe, a good husband.

Fashion today is mostly about 
looking sexy. What does it mean to 
look sexy? It is dressing in such a 
way that when most men look, they 
would desire to have sexual relations. 
Jesus clearly stated in Matthew that 
looking and lusting was sin. “I say 
unto you, That whosoever looketh 
on a woman to lust after her hath 
committed adultery with her already 
in his heart” (Matthew 5:28).

Some of the sisters might say, 
“Well, it’s not my problem if a man 
is tempted by the way I dress.” I 
suppose then that it would be okay 
to own a distillery to make and 
sell whiskey. After all, you are not 
forcing anyone to drink—right? 
The apostle Paul gave us some good 
advice about living our life. “But take 
heed lest by any means this liberty of 
yours become a stumblingblock to 
them that are weak” (1 Corinthians 
8:9). Could you stand and face God 
in the day of judgment if it was writ-
ten in the books that a brother was 

lost to sin because 
you wore some-
thing sexy to 

church? 
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L
eprosy is a horrible disease. According to Leviti-
cus 13:45, 46, the person suffering from leprosy 
was considered unclean—and was sentenced to 
live alone outside the camp of Israel. The afflicted 
one had to keep a distance of a hundred paces (50 

yards) from anyone passing by. Leviticus 14 says that only 
the priest in any given town was qualified to pronounce a 
person clean or unclean.

In the experience related in Luke 17, ten lepers cried out 
to Jesus, “Master, have mercy on us.” With their hoarse, sad 
cry they attracted the attention of the great Healer. They 
had nothing to lose by asking for help, being as they were 
in such a desperate condition. This is not anything that 
unusual. When in distress, people have faith enough for 
prayer, though not necessarily for praise. When overtaken 
by unexpected calamity such as fire, shipwreck, accidents, 
and so forth, the souls of those whose knees have long 
refused to bow and whose lips have blasphemed suddenly 
utter the most fervent appeals for mercy. 

In 1665, during the great plague in London in which 
more than 100,000 perished, there were not enough cler-
gymen nor frequent enough church services to meet the 
demand for prayer called for by the despairing population.

The compassion of Christ
When Jesus saw the lepers, He had compassion on them. 

After all, His heart is full of mercy and compassion. He 
is “touched with the feeling of our infirmities.” He un-
derstands all, for He “was in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace 
to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:15, 16). 

Can we see ourselves in this story? Like a Samaritan, we 
were outside of God’s covenant with Israel. Like a leper, we 
were completely corrupted by sin. Yet Jesus has opened up a 
great eternal priesthood whereby we can be purified. There 
is not a sin He cannot cleanse. There is not a sinner that He 
cannot pronounce clean. 

Ten 
Lepers
By Daniel lee

“It came to pass, as [Jesus] went to Jerusalem, that he passed 
through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. And as he entered 
into a certain village, there met him ten men that were lep-
ers, which stood afar off: and they lifted up their voices, and 
said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us. And when he saw them, 
he said unto them, Go shew yourselves unto the priests. And it 
came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed. And one 
of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and 
with a loud voice glorified God, and fell down on his face at 
his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a Samaritan. And Jesus 
answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the 
nine? There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save 
this stranger. And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith 
hath made thee whole” (Luke 17:11–19) (emphasis supplied).
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Even when people do not recog-
nize Him, “the Lord works continu-
ally to benefit mankind. He is ever 
imparting His bounties. He raises up 
the sick from beds of languishing, He 
delivers men from peril which they 
do not see, He commissions heavenly 
angels to save them from calamity, 
to guard them from ‘the pestilence 
that walketh in darkness’ and ‘the 
destruction that wasteth at noonday’ 
(Psalm 91:6); but their hearts are un-
impressed. He has given all the riches 
of heaven to redeem them, and yet 
they are unmindful of His great love. 
By their ingratitude they close their 
hearts against the grace of God. Like 
the heath in the desert they know not 
when good cometh, and their souls 
inhabit the parched places of the 
wilderness.”—The Desire of Ages, p. 348. 

Did the ten lepers have faith?
The ten lepers were healed, 

cleansed, justified, saved by grace! 
They all had enough faith to believe 
in the Master’s power—this is why 

they received His glorious gift of 
health and strength. But, sadly, nine 
of them cared to go no further.

One of them
“One of them” when he saw 

(experienced) that he was healed, 
turned back, and with a loud voice 
glorified God. 

Why did the one return to 
Christ?

All ten lepers were justified and 
saved by grace, but only this one 
had an interest to go further, deeper, 
and come closer to Christ.

The Samaritan
Apparently nine of these lep-

ers were Jews, and only one was 
a Samaritan. A Samaritan was 
an outcast among other outcasts. 
Residents of Samaria were consid-
ered to be unclean by their Judean 
neighbors simply because, genera-
tions earlier, their ancestors had 
intermarried with Assyrians, and 

their theological doctrines were less 
accurate as those of the Jews.

This Samaritan leper would not 
have been allowed to associate with 
Jewish lepers if it were not for the 
miserable disease with which they 
were all afflicted, which dissolved all 
distinction of race and caste. Even 
in modern Jerusalem today there 
are leper houses called Abodes of 
the Unfortunate where Jews and 
Mohammedans live together. Under 
no other circumstances will these 
peoples so hostile to one another 
live so close together. 

Under the curse of sin which 
leprosy represents, there is no dif-
ference between high or low, rich 
or poor, male or female, culture, 
religion, or any other criteria.

Hope for the Gentile
The Samaritan demonstrated a 

greater measure of faith. As soon as 
he saw that he was healed, he turned 
back and fell on his face in thanks-
giving before the One who had 
healed Him—the great, eternal High 
Priest whose ministry transcends 
all national boundaries. There, on 
that dusty road, the great “high 
priest for ever” (Hebrews 4:14; 6:20) 
pronounced the man cleaner than 
any earthly priest ever could. Jesus 
said unto him, “Go thy way: thy faith 
hath made thee whole” (Luke 17:19).

Once this man was struck with 
the majesty and love of Jesus, he 
was determined to learn more of 
the love of his Benefactor. “For the 
sake of this one [leprous] man, who 
would make a right use of the bless-
ing of health, Jesus healed the whole 
ten [lepers]” (Testimonies, vol. 3, p. 180). 
How generous Christ is!

Who is our Saviour?
“ ‘He was wounded for our trans-

gressions, He was bruised for our 
iniquities: the chastisement of our 
peace was upon Him; and with His 
stripes we are healed’ (Isaiah 53:5). 
How shall we estimate the bless-
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ings thus brought within our reach? 
Could Jesus have suffered more? 
Could He have purchased for us 
richer blessings? Should it not melt 
the hardest heart when we remem-
ber that for our sakes He left the 
happiness and glory of heaven and 
suffered poverty and shame, cruel 
affliction and a terrible death? Had 
He not by His death and resurrection 
opened for us the door of hope, we 
should have known nothing but the 
horrors of darkness and the miser-
ies of despair. In our present state, 
favored and blessed as we are, we 
cannot realize from what depths we 
have been rescued. We cannot mea-
sure how much deeper our afflictions 
would have been, how much greater 
our woes, had not Jesus encircled us 
with His human arm of sympathy 
and love, and lifted us up.

“We may rejoice in hope. Our Ad-
vocate is in the heavenly sanctuary, 
pleading in our behalf. Through His 
merits we have pardon and peace. 
He died that He might wash away 
our sins, clothe us with His righ-
teousness, and fit us for the society of 
heaven, where we may dwell in light 
forever.”—Ibid., vol. 5, pp. 316, 317.

In the case of the thankful leper, 
he was not only cured (justified); he 
was made whole (sanctified). 

The nine lepers
Jesus asked, “Where are the 

nine?” He is trying to tell us that 
there is something special about giv-
ing thanks. Our Lord wants not only 
to heal us; He wants to give some-
thing greater than healing.

Are we satisfied with what we 
have already received? Understand-
ing the love of our Saviour draws 
us to a higher ground and makes 
us whole. We should ask ourselves 
and one another if we have ever 
really thanked God for what we 
have. Or, on the other hand, are 
we like the many who simply go to 
the priests and temples at the times 
prescribed by the law and perform 

the offerings and prayers that our 
religion requires, only to go back 
home and continue as before?

Ingratitude
According to an Italian proverb, 

“Gratitude is the memory of the 
heart.”

Unfortunately, many of us have 
poor memories when it comes to 
being grateful. If challenged, the 
nine would have agreed that they 
had an obligation, but they were 
so anxious to get home to their 
friends and back to their business 
that they did not stay to consider 
it. Have we stayed to consider what 
we owe to Him who, though He was 
rich, for our sake became poor—
and who delivers us from some-
thing worse than leprosy? 

“How often those who are in 
health forget the wonderful mercies 
that are continued to them day by 
day, year after year. They render no 
tribute of praise to God for all His 
benefits. But when sickness comes, 
God is remembered. The strong 
desire for recovery leads to earnest 
prayer.”—Ibid., p. 315.

“To talk of religion in a casual 
way, to pray without soul hunger 
and living faith, avails nothing. A 
nominal faith in Christ, which ac-
cepts Him merely as the Saviour of 
the world, can never bring healing 
to the soul. The faith that is unto 
salvation is not a mere intellectual 
assent to the truth. He who waits 
for entire knowledge before he 
will exercise faith, cannot receive 
blessing from God. It is not enough 
to believe about Christ; we must 
believe in Him. The only faith that 
will benefit us is that which em-
braces Him as a personal Saviour; 
which appropriates His merits to 
ourselves. Many hold faith as an 
opinion. Saving faith is a transac-
tion by which those who receive 
Christ join themselves in covenant 
relation with God. Genuine faith is 
life. A living faith means an increase 

of vigor, a confiding trust, by which 
the soul becomes a conquering 
power.”—The Desire of Ages, p. 347.

It is worth noticing that the tenth 
leper who returned to give glory to 
God was a Samaritan—a stranger 
in Israel. This was not the only 
time that greater appreciation was 
shown by heathen foreigners than 
by those of the chosen nation. (See 
the Roman captain’s good attitude 
in Matthew 8:5–13 and the faith of 
the Syrophenician woman in Mat-
thew 15:21–28.) Often those outside 
the sacred circle were far more 
impressed with what they witnessed 
than the Hebrew mind which took 
God’s miracles for granted. Likewise 
today, it is certainly good to grow 
up in the midst of the three angels’ 
messages, but there is also a danger 
that we may become so familiar 
with the greatest of all facts as to 
become insensitive to its greatness. 
The Swiss peasant who lives amid 
the grandeur of the Alps may not be 
touched by the awesome beauty of 
those snow-capped summits, just as 
the sailor who lives by the sea may 
hear no music in the ocean’s roar. 

We may become so familiar even 
with the story of the cross that our 
minds are unaffected by its abun-
dant grace. Jesus warns that “many 
shall come from the east and west, 
and shall sit down with Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob, in the king-
dom of heaven” (Matthew 8:11) 
instead of many who had the long-
term privilege of being there, but 
casually took it all for granted. 

“What shall I render unto the 
Lord for all his benefits toward me? 
I will take the cup of salvation, and 
call upon the name of the Lord. I will 
pay my vows unto the Lord now in 
the presence of all his people” (Psalm 
116:12–14). May this be the echo of 
our heart—freshly filled with new 
gratitude to the only Saviour who 
makes all things possible!  
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By Gerson roBles

On September 1, 2008, the Tasmanian De-
partment of Primary Industries and Wa-
ter published the following on its website:

“The Red Fox was introduced into 
Australia in the 1870s for recreational 

hunting. Their subsequent spread was rapid and they 
are now responsible for environmental and agricul-
tural impacts valued at over $200 million per annum.

“Horticultural enterprises, such as vineyards and 
orchards, may experience losses of fruit to foxes, ei-
ther from fruit eaten directly, or through damage to, 
for example, grape bunches, which are then unsale-
able. Foxes also have an unusual habit of chewing on 
irrigation emitters such as plastic drippers, and can 
destroy thousands of dollars of irrigation infrastruc-
ture in this manner.”

Spoiling the vines
Foxes haven’t changed much since Bible times. 

There’s an interesting verse found in Song of Solo-
mon 2:15, “Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that 
spoil the vines; for our vines have tender grapes.”

It seems these little foxes were creating havoc in 
King Solomon’s vineyards. If you were a journalist 
living in that time, you might think this could be 
newsworthy material. Perhaps your story could read 
something like this:

Little foxes—A pest to royal vineyard
The king and his bride are not leaving anything to 

chance today after it was discovered that their world 
renowned vineyard was under threat.

&
Foxes

Vineyards
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The royal vineyard, famous for 
its quality of fruit around the world, 
is not under threat for lack of water 
or sunshine, but from a pesky little 
fox known to cause injury to crops 
wherever it is introduced. 

The little foxes are nocturnal, 
which means they sleep during the 
day.  They dig holes for themselves 
under the earth, often around a 
place abounding with their favorite 
food. Hence, they have made them-
selves right at home at the royal 
vineyard this spring. 

With these little foxes prying 
around, the vineyard’s tender grapes 
are in danger of being eaten—thus 
the whole crop may be destroyed 
this season. 

Experts believe the whole vine-
yard is in danger from these foxes, 
pointing out that the fox’s burrows 
under the root system of the vines 
are making the whole vine weak—
the tender grapes failing to get the 
required nourishment at the most 
critical stage of growth. 

These dangers have caused 
Solomon’s bride to declare, “Take us 
the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil 
the vines; for our vines have tender 
grapes.”

Biblical foxes
Search the Bible everywhere 

and you won’t find a single favor-
able reference to foxes. In the Old 
Testament the Hebrew word “sh-
ual” (a name derived from its dig-
ging or burrowing underground), 
rendered fox in our King James 
Version, undoubtedly includes the 
jackal. 

There’s the story of Samson 
capturing 300 foxes (jackals) and 
letting them loose in the crops and 
vineyards of the Philistines with fire 
brands tied to their tails. I doubt 
that Samson was too concerned 
about the fate of these foxes though, 
as they were detested pests. 

Today, some people admire 
their fur and bushy tails, but these 

animals can still become pests and 
have some rather nasty habits.

Some of their characteristics 
include:

Jackals hunt in packs, whereas 
foxes are more solitary and shy.

Both are well-known carrion 
eaters—“they [the wicked] shall be a 
portion for foxes” (Psalm 63:10).

They tend to live in graves and 
ruins—“Because of the mountain 
of Zion, which is desolate, the foxes 
walk upon it” (Lamentations 5:18).

They are known to be crafty, 
shrewd, and sly creatures—“Go ye, 
and tell that fox, Behold, I cast out 
devils, and I do cures today and to-
morrow, and the third day I shall be 
perfected” (Luke 13:32). In the New 
Testament the Greek word for fox 
is “alopex” and means cunning—a 
fitting depiction of the shifty and 
deceptive person that Herod was.

They are opportunistic omni-
vores—meaning, they survive by 
eating what is available.

They are also very fond of tender 
grapes and today, as in Bible times, 
are a pest around vineyards.

God’s vineyard
Isaiah tells us, “The vineyard of 

the Lord of hosts is the house of 
Israel, and the men of Judah his 
pleasant plant” (Isaiah 5:7). 

He goes on describing how God 
cared for His vineyard—“He fenced 
it, and gathered out the stones there-
of, and planted it with the choicest 
vine, and built a tower in the midst 
of it, and also made a winepress 
therein.” Then God asks the ques-
tion, “What could have been done 
more to my vineyard, that I have 
not done in it” (verses 2, 4)?

When Christ came to earth, 
He also used the 
familiar 
vineyard as 
an illustra-
tion of the 
vital connec-
tion we are to 

have with Him, “I am the vine, ye 
are the branches: he that abideth in 
me, and I in him, the same bringeth 
forth much fruit.” He also said, 
“Herein is my Father glorified, that 
ye bear much fruit” (John 15:5, 8).

The genuineness of our commit-
ment to Christ is determined by the 
character and quality of the fruit we 
bear. Isn’t it vital then that we care-
fully watch out for the little foxes that 
destroy the tender Christian fruit?

Conclusion
The other day I was driving next 

to a train along the highway. While 
the train tracks were parallel to the 
highway, we were both doing 100 kph 
(62 mph), and I was enjoying seeing 
how long a distance we could keep 
next to each other. Soon we reached 
a section where the train tracks devi-
ated just a little to the right; and, 10 
kilometers down the road, that train 
was nowhere to be seen.  

The same thing happens in our 
life. It is always little things that make 
up larger ones. Little departures from 
truth and honesty may seem little 
today, but the harvest is sure to be 
reaped. They are doing their silent 
work on the character and the longer 
they are allowed to exist, the longer 
they have to erode, undermine, and 
enfeeble your Christian vine. 

Watch out for the little foxes, the 
little mistakes, the little sins. You may 
not be guilty of tremendous sins, 
but are you allowing numerous little 

inconsistencies to ruin 
the stabil-

ity of your 
character?  
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To awaken in the children 
and youth sympathy and 
the spirit of sacrifice for 
the suffering millions in 
the ‘regions beyond,’ let 

them become acquainted with these 
lands and their peoples. Instead of 
dwelling on the exploits of the Al-
exanders and Napoleons of history, 
let the pupils study the lives of such 
men as the apostle Paul and Martin 
Luther, as Moffat and Livingstone 
and Carey, Judson, and Williams, 
and Morrison, and the present 
daily-unfolding of history of mis-
sionary effort. Instead of burdening 
their memories with an endless ar-
ray of names and theories that have 
no bearing upon their lives, and 

to which, once outside the school-
room, they rarely give a thought, let 
them study all lands in the light of 
missionary effort and become ac-
quainted with the peoples and their 
needs.”—The General Conference Bulletin, 
July 1, 1902. 

Several names of famous mis-
sionaries are mentioned above—
persons whose life is worthy of our 
study, rewarding to our Christian 
education. One of those names 
listed is Judson. 

Who was Adoniram Judson?
Adoniram Judson was born in 

the northeastern United States in 
1788, during a time of great change 
in the thinking of many people. A 

good number felt restless and un-
satisfied with the emptiness of soul 
brought by the ideas of the famous 
philosophers of the day. Many saw 
the need to seek God for a more ful-
filling life that would have meaning, 
purpose, and hope for eternity.

The son of a Congregationalist 
minister, Adoniram Judson was 
gifted with a brilliant mind. By the 
early age of 20 this valedictorian 
had already produced two high 
quality textbooks—one on math-
ematics and another on English 
grammar.

While attending Rhode Island 
Christian College, Adoniram be-
came close friends with a fellow stu-
dent and free thinker, Jacob Eames. 
Under the influence of such a com-
rade, unfortunately the faith that 
Adoniram had long been taught 
from childhood sadly deteriorated. 
Adoniram soon revolted against his 
former Christian beliefs and left his 
parents’ home and religion—even 
abandoning his own publishing 
career for whatever amusement and 
entertainment the world might have 
to offer. He soon joined a group of 
traveling actors. 

The night at the inn
Life was not fulfilling to Adon-

iram and one night in his journey, 
he stopped at an inn to rest. The 
innkeeper assigned him a room and 
apologized in advance that the man 

Adoniram
                  & Ann
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in the sleeping area that adjoined 
his was critically ill—perhaps dying, 
so it was likely that some distur-
bance during the night could be ex-
pected. Yes, indeed, it turned out to 
be true—pitiful moans, groans, and 
gasps were soon heard from behind 
the closed area, along with the soft 
voices and footsteps of those who 
were attending the suffering man.

Early death was not that uncom-
mon during that era, so Adoniram 
did not think much of the man’s 
physical condition, but thoughts 
began to spring up in his mind 
about death in general. He began 
to wonder—was that man prepared 
to die? . . . Come to think of it, was 
Adoniram himself prepared to die? 
Was he—the meticulous, well-
groomed scholar someday to be 
buried under the earth to become 
food for worms? His sleep was 
greatly disturbed as he pondered 
these thoughts.

As the sun rose the next morn-
ing, Adoniram went to pay the inn-
keeper and casually asked if the sick 
man was feeling any better. The an-
swer was no—the man actually had 
died during the night. Surprised, 
Adoniram asked who he was. The 
response: A young man from Rhode 
Island Christian College—his name 
was Jacob Eames. 

Startled to salvation
Jacob Eames?!! Dead so young? 

Gone, gone, gone forever. Yes, 
forever . . . yes, Jacob Eames was 
very well-known to Adoniram. The 
greatest tragedy was that by his phi-
losophy of life and living, this young 
man had had no care for eternity. 
According to the plain Bible stan-
dard, it was quite likely that he was 
lost. There was no real way that 
one could somehow hope that this 
young man’s beliefs had somehow 
been in harmony with his Creator, 
nor that he had died in sincere 
heathen ignorance. The evidence 
was compellingly strong that he had 

knowingly rejected God, rejected 
Jesus Christ, and rejected salvation. 

“What about me?” Adoniram 
thought. “Am I to continue fol-
lowing the same pathway as my 
friend—only to end up at the same 
destination?” Adoniram realized 
that his only hope for salvation was 
in humanity’s only Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.

Immediately Adoniram returned 
to his parents’ home with new 
energy and new ambition. Then 
the seeds that had been planted in 
his heart during childhood sprang 
up. He was a converted soul with a 
fresh burden for the souls of others.

A call to service
“Every true disciple is born into 

the kingdom of God as a mission-
ary. He who drinks of the living wa-
ter becomes a fountain of life. The 
receiver becomes a giver. The grace 
of Christ in the soul is like a spring 
in the desert, welling up to refresh 
all, and making those who are ready 
to perish eager to drink of the water 
of life.”—The Desire of Ages, p. 195.  

At this point in Adoniram’s life, 
we see the influence from names 
of other prominent missionaries 
mentioned in the first paragraph of 
this article: During this time, the 
British shoemaker William Carey 
had become known as the first mis-
sionary to India, fulfilling a seem-
ingly impossible dream of taking 
the gospel to a remote Asian land. 
Robert Morrison, masquerading in 
China as a merchant and interpret-
er, was secretly translating the Bible 
into Chinese. Both were facing 
enormous obstacles in unfriendly 
territory. Neither was American; as 
far as Adoniram knew, no Ameri-
can had even thought of leaving the 
continent to do missionary work, 
and no organization existed to sup-
port American foreign missionaries. 

Yet Adoniram felt a compel-
ling call from God and the great 
commission that had been given—

Christ’s mandate is clear. “Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, . . .  
teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you” 
(Matthew 28:19). The promise of 
the Lord’s presence is clear for those 
who undertake this task: “And, lo, 
I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world” (verse 20).

Thankfully, Adoniram found 
a few who were supportive of his 
goal—his dear family and a mere 
handful of other faithful believers, 
including a deacon by the name of 
Mr. Hasseltine.

A request for Mr. Hasseltine
Adoniram’s mind was set. He was 

determined to go to Asia. Before 
his departure, however, he felt he 
needed to write an important letter 
to Mr. Hasseltine. It read as follows:

“I have now to ask whether you 
can consent to part with your daugh-
ter early next Spring, to see her no 
more in this world? whether you can 
consent to her departure to a hea-
then land, and her subjection to the 
hardships and sufferings of a mis-
sionary life? whether you can con-
sent to her exposure to the dangers 
of the ocean; to the fatal influence 
of the climate of India; to every kind 
of want and distress; to degradation, 
insult, persecution, and perhaps a 
violent death? Can you consent to 
all this, for the sake of Him who left 
His heavenly home and died for her 
and for you; for the sake of perishing 
immortal souls; for the sake of Zion; 
and the glory of God?”

Some friends thought this 
request to be insane. However, 
Ann’s parents left the decision up 
to her. The young lady was actu-
ally intrigued by the challenge and 
accepted it. After all, Jesus bids His 
disciples to go two by two—and 
what more rewarding adventure 
could a young Christian couple 
desire? In the next issue of the 
Youth Messenger, we will find out 
more!  
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Yes, 
young 
people 

are usually healthy. 
But did you know that wrong health 
habits in your childhood and teen 
years can really catch up with you 
by the time you reach your early 
twenties—or even sooner? That’s 
not a good time in life to have your 
fun spoiled by sickness!

A recent scientific discovery 
confirms what the Spirit of Proph-
ecy has told us all along: Sunlight is 
one of nature’s most healing agen-
cies. The Institute of Medicine, a 
leading group of pediatricians in 
the United States recently recom-
mended that 400 units of vitamin D 
are needed by children and teens. 
That is double the amount previ-
ously thought by many to be suf-
ficient. It is commonly known that 
the best source of this key vitamin 
is sunlight because the body makes 
vitamin D when sunshine hits the 
skin. The pen of Inspiration brings 
out an interesting point:

“Those who combine use-
ful labor with study have no need 
of gymnastic exercises. And work 
performed in the open air is tenfold 
more beneficial to health than in-
door labor. Both the mechanic and 
the farmer have physical exercise, 
yet the farmer is the healthier of 
the two. Nothing short of nature’s 
invigorating air and sunshine will 
fully meet the demands of the sys-
tem. The tiller of the soil finds in his 
labor all the movements that were 
ever practiced in the gymnasium. 
His movement-room is the open 
fields. The canopy of 
heaven is its roof, 
the solid earth its 
floor. Here he plows 
and hoes, sows and 
reaps. Watch him, 
as in ‘haying time’ 
he mows and rakes, 
pitches and tumbles, 
lifts and loads, throws 

off, treads down, and stows away. 
These various movements call into 
action the bones, joints, muscles, 

sinews, and nerves of the body. 
His vigorous exercise causes full, 

deep, strong inspirations and ex-
halations, which expand the lungs 

and purify the blood, sending 
the warm current of life 

bounding through arter-
ies and veins. A farmer 
who is temperate in all 

his habits, usually enjoys 
health. His work is pleasant to 

him. He has a good appetite. 
He sleeps well, and may be 

happy.
“Contrast the condition of the 

active farmer with that of the 
student who neglects physical 
exercise. He sits in a closed room, 
bending over his desk or table, 
his chest contracted, his lungs 

crowded. He cannot take full, deep 
inspirations. His brain is tasked 
to the utmost, while his body is as 
inactive as though he had no par-
ticular use for it. His blood moves 
sluggishly through the system. His 
feet are cold, his head hot. How can 
such a person have health? 

“Let the student take regular ex-
ercise that will cause him to breathe 
deep and full, taking into his lungs 
the pure invigorating air of heaven, 
and he will be a new being. It is not 
hard study that is destroying the 
health of students, so much as it is 
their disregard of nature’s laws.”—
Fundamentals of Christian Education, pp. 
73, 74.   
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How many times have you trusted and ended up being hurt? In relation-
ships, friendships, partnerships—you always have to trust something or 
someone. Humans often let us down and disappointments occur. But 
there is Someone who never fails us! God is always there for us. When 
all others leave us, He remains! When people show their limitations, 

God is willing to be by our side to comfort us!
But we have to do our part as well. While I was in Angola recently, I heard that 

a dog had fallen into a pit and could not get out. A young man at the Youth Con-
vention had pity on the stray and went in to help him. Much to everyone’s surprise, 
however, the dog did not appreciate the rescue effort. He bit the young man! He 
wasn’t about to trust this person he had never seen before! 

Why would an animal do such a thing? We know that animals have a tendency 
to fear the unknown and also to establish territoriality. This dog’s fear was back-
wards. He was afraid of someone who was actually going to help him, not hurt 
him. The dog was also trying to preserve a certain space he had established for 
himself—a space which was not truly desirable, since soon he would perish in it. 

How often are we like that dog! We sometimes find ourselves trapped. Trapped 
in what? In bad habits, wrong thoughts, unhealthy relationships—mingling with as-
sociates who may do us harm (spiritually or otherwise). Then in such a pitiful state 
we try to establish a “territory” or identity for ourselves that is not really the person 
we had originally planned to become. Like the dog trapped within the walls of a 
pit, how often a young man may limit himself—for example—
to being the clown or smart aleck who always slouches in the 
back church pew or school desk and mocks it all in order to 
trigger a laugh. Such cheap-supposed-satisfaction he hopes to 
gain! Meanwhile, his future is frittered away in nonsense. How 
often a young lady reduces herself to provocative fashion to 
gain attention from unconverted males, only to find herself 
drawn into a marriage of misery or worse. 

Regardless of the type of pit, the warning is given: 
“Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh 
flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the Lord. 
For he shall be like the heath in the desert, and shall not see 
when good cometh” (Jeremiah 17:5, 6). Trusting in frail 
humanity is like reducing one’s vision to the walls of a 
pit. We will not see when good comes and will per-
ish in the parched wilderness. But God is offering 
to help us out of the pit of destruction! Will you 
let Him? Or will you bite back? 

“Look unto . . . the hole of the pit whence 
ye are digged” (Isaiah 51:1).  

“Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust 
also in him; and he shall bring it to pass” 
(Psalm 37:5).  
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Close thine eyes and bend thy knee,
Fold thy hands and bow thy head.
“I will hearken unto thee,”
This is what the Saviour said.
Jesus is as close as prayer;
Pray to Him with heart sincere,
Tell Him of thine every care;
He is sure to give thee ear.
Prayer’s a bridge that crosseth over,
Straight unto the other side;
Jesus stands there faithfully—
He’s heard thee every time thou cried.
Close thine eyes and bend thy knee,
Fold thy hands and bow thy head,
He’ll be sure to give to thee
Forgiveness and thy daily bread.

                                        —Eunice Braidman

Prayer

—Anonymous


