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What does the 
apostle mean 
when he says, 

“Ye are not your 
own?”

He means that we owe our 
existence to Someone who 
has a plan for our pres-
ent life and for our eternal 
future. He says: “Ye are God’s 

building. . . . Know ye not that ye are the 
temple of God, and that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you?” (1 Corinthians 3:9, 16).

Paul also says that we are builders, 
and he warns us: “Let every man take 
heed how he buildeth” (Verse 10). Th ere 
is an interesting lesson for us in the ex-
perience of a builder.

An experienced builder, who had spent 
most of his life working for a construction 
company, felt that it was time for him to 
retire. He realized that he would miss a 
good salary, but, as he was getting on in 
years, he just decided to quit working and 
spend more time with his family.

BY A. BALBACH
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Th e owner 
of the company 
was sad when he 
learned that the 
aging worker, his 
best employee, 
wanted to quit, 
but there was no 
convincing the 
man otherwise. 
So the owner 
asked this em-
ployee to build 
one more house 
as a favor to the 
company. Aft er 
that, the owner 
then assured 
him, he would be 
free to retire.

Th e employee 
was not happy 
about the re-
quest, but fi nally 
agreed to build 

one more house, because he did not 
have the courage to say “No” to his 
boss, who had always been good 
to him. He began building without 
enthusiasm, as if he wanted to say, 
“I’ll be glad to get this over with as 
quickly as possible.” Using inferior 
materials and not tapping into his 
best abilities, he fi nished the con-
struction in a short time. Although 
not readily obvious at fi rst glance, it 
actually was a very shoddy piece of 
workmanship.

Aft er the inspection, the owner 
of the company gave the key to the 
employee and said, “Now this is your 
house. It is a gift  from our company 
to you for these many years of good 
service.” 

What a surprise! He was dumb-
founded. What a pity that he had 
botched his own house. He regretted 

his foolish mistake when it was too 
late to change the consequence of his 
indiscretion. 

Many people in this world, how-
ever, are actually making a much 
more serious mistake with regard to a 
much more important building than 
those constructed merely of bricks 
and mortar. . . . 

“Now if any man build upon this 
foundation [Jesus Christ] gold, silver, 
precious stones” (1 Corinthians 3:12), 
he will never regret it. Th ese valuable 
building materials symbolize the qual-
ities of a Christian character (Gala-
tians 5:22, 23; Philippians 4:8; Revela-
tion 3:18; 2 Peter 1:3–11). Jesus said:  
“Whosoever heareth these sayings of 
mine, and doeth them, I will liken him 
unto a wise man, which built his house 
upon a rock: and the rain descended, 
and the fl oods came, and the winds 
blew, and beat upon that house; and 
it fell not: for it was founded upon a 
rock” (Matthew 7:24, 25). 

Th e apostle Paul writes, “Ye are 
not your own. . . . For ye are bought 
with a price: therefore glorify God in 
your body, and in your spirit, which 
are God’s” (1 Corinthians 6:19, 20). 

As we can see, we carry a great 
responsibility, not only as builders, 
but also as caretakers of our “house,” 
which is composed of body and 
spirit. As good caretakers, we are to 
glorify God in both areas. 

Our body
If we are wise, we will keep our 

“house” in good order. If we are not 
wise, we will let it deteriorate. To a 
great extent, this depends on whom 
we let in as “tenants.” If we are wise, 
we will let only our Great Friend live 
in our “house.” He said: 

“If a man love me, he will keep 
my words: and my Father will love 

him, and we will come unto him, 
and make our abode with him” (John 
14:23). 

If our Good Friend lives in our 
“house,” He will certainly take good 
care of it—but only with our wise 
cooperation. Unless we do our part, 
He will not do His part. Paul says:

“Everyone who competes for 
the prize is temperate in all things. 
. . . I discipline my body and bring 
it into subjection, lest, when I have 
preached to others, I myself should 
become disqualifi ed” (1 Corinthians 
9:25, 27, nkjv). 

It oft en happens that an irrespon-
sible tenant destroys the house in 
which he lives. In this case, the rent 
that the owner collected is not always 
enough to cover the repair costs aft er 
the tenant has moved out.

However, what happens if, by not 
using our better wisdom, we con-
sciously invite our enemy to move 
into our “house” and even help 
him run down the precious, blood-
bought “property” that God has 
entrusted to us? Th rough drinking, 
smoking, eating pork, and many 
other extravagances and absurdities, 
people cooperate with the devil to 
do his destructive work, and then 
they blame God for the conse-
quences. We should blame no one 
but ourselves if we have to suff er for 
not being “temperate in all things.” 
Paul writes:

“Know ye not that ye are the 
temple of God, and that the Spirit 
of God dwelleth in you? If any  man 
defi le the temple of God, him shall 
God destroy; for the temple of God is 
holy, which temple ye are” (1 Corin-
thians 3:16, 17). 

In this verse, Paul refers to the 
human being as a whole—body and 
spirit. 

“Now this is your house. It is a gift.”
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Our spirit
Our thoughts, decisions, words, 

and actions are building materials 
which we are using in the construc-
tion of our spiritual “house”—our 
individuality, our character, our 
most important possession. Of 
course, we are free to choose “gold, 
silver, precious stones,” or “wood, 
hay, stubble.” Th ese worthless 
materials, which are oft en used in 
association with adobe (sun-dried 
bricks), are employed in building 
hovels. Th ey stand for the qualities 
of an unchristian character (Gala-
tians 5:19–21; Romans 1:28–32). 
Hovels are not built on rock, but on 
the sand. Jesus said:

“Every one that heareth these 
sayings of mine, and doeth them 
not, shall be likened unto a foolish 
man, which built his house upon 
the sand: and the rain descended, 
and the fl oods came, and the winds 
blew, and beat upon that house; and 
it fell: and great was the fall of it” 
(Matthew 7:26, 27).

Every man is free to choose what, 
how, and where he wants to build, 
but no man is free to change the 
consequence of his choice in view of 
the coming test. Paul writes:

“Every man’s work shall be made 
manifest: for the day shall declare it, 
because it shall be revealed by fi re; 
and the fi re shall try every man’s 
work of what sort it is” (1 Corinthi-
ans 3:13).

If, as builders, we use the wrong 
materials, or if, as caretakers, we 
forget to watch, we can only blame 
ourselves for the disastrous eff ects. 
Let us think of an event which took 
place in ancient Greece—an episode 
which illustrates our responsibility 
as good caretakers. 

A king engaged two architects 
to build a treasure house for him. 
In those days, kings received many 
gift s in gold, silver, and precious 
stones, and they had to have a special 

building in which to 
store their treasures. 
When the house was 
fi nished, the king 
displayed his many 
treasures inside, and 
looked at them re-
peatedly with a smile 
of satisfaction. He 
locked the door and 
kept the key under 
his exclusive control. 
Th en, as he began to 
inspect his treasures, 
he was suddenly 
overwhelmed with a 
feeling of disappoint-
ment, annoyance, 
and frustration. Some 
of his most precious 
treasures were miss-
ing. Upon further inspection, he 
noticed that more and more things 
were disappearing. It was evident to 
him that he was being robbed.

Th e king set a trap to catch the 
thief and soon discovered that the 
two builders were the culprits. But 
how had they managed to get into 
the house? Very easy. Th ey had left  
a loose stone in one of the walls, so 
they could slip in and out until they 
were caught. 

If we are not faithful caretakers, 
the devil will fi nd ways to loosen 
some stones in our spiritual build-
ing. And if he can do that, he will 
steal our genuine treasures and 
replace them with fake treasures 
(self-righteousness, pride, presump-
tion, and so forth). And not only 
that: He will move in, and he will 
not come alone. 

“When the unclean spirit is gone 
out of a man, he walketh through 
dry places, seeking rest; and fi nd-
ing none, he saith, I will return unto 
my house whence I came out. And 
when he cometh, he fi ndeth it swept 
and garnished. Th en goeth he, and 
taketh to him seven other spirits 

more wicked than himself; and they 
enter in, and dwell there: and the 
last state of that man is worse than 
the fi rst” (Luke 11:24–26).   

Th is is the experience, today, of 
many nominal Christians who have 
their spiritual house garnished with 
a profession of faith and “a form of 
godliness” (2 Timothy 3:1–5). Th is 
class is described in Isaiah 4:1; Mat-
thew 7:21–23; Luke 13:23–27.

Let us bear this in mind: Christ 
and His teachings constitute the 
foundation, the rock on which we can 
safely build. Our life is a project—the 
building plan. Our thoughts, decisions, 
words, and actions are the building 
materials. Each one of us is a spiritual 
house which does not actually be-
long to us, but to the Creator, who 
has entrusted it to us as builders and 
caretakers.

“Th e world passeth away, and 
the lust thereof,” together with all 
unwise “builders” and neglectful 
“caretakers,” “but he that doeth the 
will of God,” as a wise “builder” 
and faithful “caretaker,” “abideth for 
ever” (1 John 2:17).  

Everyone 
is free to 
choose what 
to build.
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Th e Divine Ideal of Th e Divine Ideal of 
EDUCATIONEDUCATION
BY DORIVAL N. DUMITRU PART 1 BY DORIVAL N. DUMITRU PART 1 

Have you 
Have you 

ever considered 
ever considered 

what the Lord 
what the Lord 

might have had in 
might have had in 

mind when He cre-
mind when He cre-

ated man in His own 

ated man in His own 

image? Here stood a 

image? Here stood a 

fresh, new being with 

fresh, new being with 

wonderful capabilities and 

wonderful capabilities and 

ample possibilities of de-

ample possibilities of de-

velopment; a unique entity. 

velopment; a unique entity. 

Created to be God’s ambas-

Created to be God’s ambas-

sador to all His creatures that 

sador to all His creatures that 

were living upon the earth, 

were living upon the earth, 

the human race should be 

the human race should be 

educated and made able 

educated and made able 

to fulfi ll such a noble 

to fulfi ll such a noble 

task.task.

Background: Norm
a Cornes / Dream

stim
e.com
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Let us look at the inspired register of 
Genesis and, collecting the details, estab-
lish the divine ideal for human education. 
Doing that, we should keep in mind the 
importance of this subject for us, today: 
“Now, as never before, we need to un-
derstand the true science of education. If 
we fail to understand this, we shall never 
have a place in the kingdom of God” 
(Christian Educator, August 1, 1897).

Object Lessons from EdenObject Lessons from Eden
Before their fall, the relationship which 

Adam and Eve had maintained and the 
instruction they received from the Lord 
contain very important lessons on God’s 
ideal for human education. We may 
begin by considering their classroom: the 
beautiful garden of Eden. Th eir text book 
was nature. By studying this, they would 
become experts in many sciences. 

W. C. White, chairman of the Avon-
dale School for Christian Workers at 
Cooranbong (Australia) wrote invita-
tions to several government offi  cials 
asking them to visit the school. As part 
of his remarks he stated that “agricul-
ture is properly the ABC of physical and 
manual training” (Arthur L. White: Ellen 
G. White: Th e Australian Years, vol. 4, p. 
422). God informed our fi rst parents that 
they should eat only the products of the 
plant kingdom—fruits, grains, nuts, and 

vegetables. For their nourish-
ment they were to cultivate 
the soil and amplify it as their 
family would increase in 
number. Th ey were to know 
the various kinds of plants 
(Botany) and to classify all 
the species of animals (Zool-
ogy). Th ey were to increase in 
the knowledge of themselves 
as well. In the fi eld of Biology, 
they were to learn the anat-
omy and physiology of their 
wonderful bodies.

Psychology and Th eology were also 
included in our Lord’s curriculum. With 
God’s supervision, and many times from 
His own lips, our fi rst parents were to 
learn the truth about all created things. 

Th e divine methodology of teaching 
included verbal instruction, personal 
observation, and practical experience.

Th e school time: six full days of every 
week, divided for theoretical knowledge 
and practical activities. Th e students were 
to have specifi c times for meditation and 
healthful rest, plus time for recreation and 
worship. Everything that would contrib-
ute toward the perfect development of 
their being should be included.

Seven biblical principles are derived 
from the divine plan, namely: 
1. Th e true science of education for the 

harmonious development of our be-
ing.

2. True worship of the Creator, the Giver 
of life and the ultimate Teacher of 
truth.

3. Th e Sabbath as the day of worship, 
based on the weekly cycle of activity 
and rest.

4. Marriage and family are the founda-
tion and center of human society.

5. Th e original diet for the nourishment 
of the human race.

6. Th e right of property revealed in 
God’s requirement about the tree of 
knowledge; and 

7. Country living for perfect develop-
ment of the ideal character.

God’s Ultimate PurposeGod’s Ultimate Purpose
Th e human race was to have domin-

ion over every living thing that moved 
upon the earth. (See Genesis 1:28.) Th is 
was God’s purpose with regard to the 
educational system given to Adam for his 
descendants. Th e result should be a race 
of beings able to know, understand, and 
love their Creator and one another. Th us, 
the purpose of true education would be 
fulfi lled: “Education is not complete un-
less the body, the mind, and the heart are 
equally educated. Th e character must re-
ceive proper discipline for its fullest and 
highest development. All the faculties of 
mind and body are to be developed and 
rightly trained. It is a duty to cultivate 
and to exercise every power that will ren-
der us more effi  cient workers for God” 
(Th e Ministry of Healing, p. 398).  
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It was on a wintry day in 2001 and, for 
some odd reason, I happened to have 
free time on my hands. Browsing on the 
computer, I visited the website of a min-
istry for Christian young people. Scroll-

ing through the list on the pen-friends page, one 
girl’s description in particular caught my atten-
tion. Her name was Sarah, and she had an online 
ministry for young ladies. So did I!

A day or so aft er I wrote Sarah for the fi rst time, 
I received an e-mail back from her. Excitedly I 
opened it to fi nd an e-mail bubbling with enthu-
siasm as she told me more about herself. We had 
a lot in common, and her ministry sounded really 
interesting, so I went to her EZboard to check it out. 
Computer illiterate as I was, I had no idea of how to 
join this discussion forum. However, aft er two more 
e-mails I successfully accepted as a member of their 
Christian EZboard, and was enjoying my corre-
spondence with other Christian girls on the forum.

It didn’t take long to realize that there was 
someone else on this forum that seemed to think 
the same way about things as I did. We just 
seemed to agree on everything! Aft er a couple 
of months we were designated as sisters of the 
month, and got to know each other better by 
e-mail and chatting online. It only confi rmed 
our realization that we had a lot in common! We 
quickly became close friends.

How I Became a 
Door-Knocker

First in a series of testimonies on canvassing
BY KYLA 

STEMMLER
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Logging on to my MSN chat one day I 
met someone new to my list whose name 
was Eugene. He began telling me who he 
was, where he lived, and what he was do-
ing. He was a Bible teacher at a little Bible 
school in Oklahoma. “Th at sounds inter-
esting,” I thought. Soon I discovered that 
this Eugene was a relative of my new friend 
Kristina. Somehow he had gotten on my 
ministry mailing list because of Kristina’s 
and my connection, and must have decid-
ed I looked like a possible recruit. 

Before long I heard all about Eugene’s 
canvassing programs, and his college. My 
thoughts went back to when I was just a 
little girl, going to the neighbors with my 
brother and my book-bag selling books. 
God began to spark in my heart a real 
interest for canvassing, and I wanted to try 
it out.

During the summer that followed I 
received report aft er report from Kristina, 
who was spending the summer canvass-
ing in New Jersey. Stories of how God had 
worked miracles, of the missionary experi-
ences she had had, and all the lessons she 
was learning only fanned and brightened 
the spark of interest in my heart.

Toward Fall I decided that I wanted to 
go to the winter canvassing program in 
Georgia. It just didn’t work out, and I was 
upset. Why? I wanted to do God’s work! 
Canvassing is one of the types of evange-
lism that will fi nish the work! Why? Why? 
Why?

I fi nally accepted the fact that I could 
not go. Winter again rolled around and 
with it my life began to make somersaults. 
I thought I knew God’s plan for my educa-

tion for the next couple of years, but now 
with the desire to learn how to canvass, my 
plans would not mesh. I shared my frustra-
tion with Kristina and Eugene and contin-
ued to pray to God for guidance.

God began to lead in my life in a way I 
didn’t imagine. Aft er receiving an e-mail 
from Eugene that suggested I come to the 
College of Evangelism and Canvassing 
that fall, and canvass the coming sum-
mer, I spent wakeful hours tossing in bed. 
Excited, but unsure, I prayed and thought, 
and thought, and prayed. A couple of days 
later I told my parents and they promised 
to pray for me.

For a month I struggled with prayer 
and tears to know God’s will for my life. 
I wanted to go so badly, yet that very fact 
made me think that perhaps it was not 
God’s will for me. Life seemed like one big 
foggy road.

Finally, aft er 4 weeks, I decided to go to 
school that fall, and happiness and peace 
resumed in my life. I spent about half of 
my life canvassing while at school. God has 
used it to make wonderful things in my 
life. Is it easy? No. Is it fun? Well, that de-
pends on what you consider fun. Nothing 
compares with the satisfaction of bringing 
joy to Jesus’ heart, and the life of others. It 
took a website, a pen-pal, a new friend, her 
relative, and a huge chain of providences 
and confi rmations, as well as a multitude 
of unknown details to bring me to this 
point in life. It’s a point I would never have 
dreamt of, but it’s a point where God knew 
I needed to be. It’s a point I couldn’t imag-
ine being much diff erent, because God led 
the way.  

God began
to spark in
 my heart a

 real interest 
in canvassing.

It is one type of 
evangelism that will 

fi nish the work!
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T
rees are almost everywhere, being indispensable in the ecosystem of 
our planet. Th ey provide food and oxygen (Genesis 1:29); give hos-
pitality and shade to birds and beasts (Daniel 4:14); they are used to 
prepare furniture (Exodus 25:10) and all kinds of construction work 
(Haggai 1:8), and are also good for medicine (Revelation 22:2).

A beautiful allegory is recorded in the book of Judges (9:8–15) where 
trees were talking to each other and wanted to appoint a king to 
reign over them. Th is metaphor is a representation of the people 
of Israel. In many other passages, the Bible compares hu-
man beings with trees (see Psalm 52:8; Isaiah 56:3; Romans 
11:17). But why does the Word of God make such a com-
parison? To understand this parallel, let us consider the 
germination and the growth of the plant. 



10 Youth Messenger, Volume XXVI, Number 1

Background ©
 Com

stock

The seed
Christ told His disciples, “Verily, 

verily, I say unto you, Except a corn 
of wheat fall into the ground and die, 

it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth 
forth much fruit” (John 12:24). “Th e 
seed dies to spring forth into new life, 
and in this we are taught the lesson of 
the resurrection” (Christ’s Object Lessons, 
p. 87).  As the seed dies before its germi-
nation, so we must die to the world and 
to sin before our spiritual resurrection 
(see Galatians 6:14). 

To the Roman converts Paul wrote: 
“Th erefore we are buried with him by 
baptism into death: that like as Christ 
was raised up from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life. For if 
we have been planted together in the 
likeness of his death, we shall be also 
in the likeness of his resurrection. . . . 
Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to 
be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord” 
(Romans 6:4, 5, 11). 

The Soil
For healthy growth, the seed must 

be planted in good soil, soil rich in 
minerals, for the plant receives its 
nutrients from the ground. In the par-
able of Matthew 13, the fi eld represents 
“the church of Christ in the world” 
(Ibid., p. 70). Th e church is the only 
true ground, being referred to as “the 
ground of the truth”(1 Timothy 3:15).

Th e church is also called the Lord’s 
garden in which we are planted (Psalm 
92:13). Th e Lord does not want us to be 
in the wilderness of the world, but He 
wants us to be planted in His beautiful 
garden where we can receive proper 
nutrients for our growth. For “it is in the 
church that we are to grow and ripen for 
the garner of God” (Ibid.).

The Growth 
“So is the kingdom of God,” said Christ, “as if a man 

should cast seed into the ground; and should sleep, and rise 
night and day, and the seed should spring and grow up, he 
knoweth not how” (Mark 4:26, 27).

“Th e germination of the seed represents the beginning of 
spiritual life, and the development of the plant is a beauti-
ful fi gure of Christian growth. As in nature, so in grace; 
there can be no life without growth. Th e plant must either 
grow or die. As its growth is silent and imperceptible, but 
continuous, so is the development of the Christian life. 
At every stage of development our life may be perfect; yet 
if God’s purpose for us is fulfi lled, there will be continual 
advancement. Sanctifi cation is the work of a lifetime. As 
our opportunities multiply, our experience will enlarge, and 
our knowledge increase. We shall become strong to bear 
responsibility, and our maturity will be in proportion to our 
privileges” (Ibid., pp. 65, 66).

Th e growth of the plant is not haphazard; it is a well regu-
lated process. To grow properly, every plant needs three vital 
elements: water, sunshine, and air. Let us briefl y examine 
these elements and see how related they are to our spiritual 
wants.

Element 1 – Water
Water is life—without it no plant or human being can live. 

Th e life of the plant is greatly dependent upon the supply 
of water. A good supply of water means life and health and 
strength for the plant. Th is is why the Bible teaches that the 
righteous are like trees “planted by the rivers of water” (Psalm 
1:1–3; Jeremiah 17:7, 8). 

In the Old Testament God gave this wonderful promise to 
His children: “I will be as the dew unto Israel: he shall grow 
as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon. His branches 
shall spread, and his beauty shall be as the olive tree, and his 
smell as Lebanon. Th ey that dwell under his shadow shall 
return; they shall revive as the corn, and grow as the vine: the 
scent thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon” (Hosea 14:5, 7). 

In the New Testament Christ off ers to the woman of Sa-
maria living water (John 4:10-14). But what does the living 
and spiritual water represent? It represents the Holy Spirit 
and God’s word (John 7:37–39; Ephesians 5:26). “Th e roots 
of the plant strike down deep into the soil, and hidden from 

sight nourish the life of the plant. So with the Chris-
tian; it is by the invisible union of the soul with 

Christ, through faith, that the spiritual life is 
nourished” (Ibid., p. 47).



Element 2 – Air
Carbon dioxide (CO2) from the air is also essential 

for the life of the plant. We as humans have a wonder-
ful relationship with the plant kingdom: plants recycle 
the carbon dioxide that we exhale, transforming it 
into the pure oxygen that we inhale. Th ey need the 
carbon dioxide to live as much as we need oxygen.

Th e air symbolizes the graces of the Holy Spirit 
(John 20:22). “In the matchless gift  of His Son, God 
has encircled the whole world with an atmosphere 
of grace as real as the air which circulates around the 
globe. All who choose to breathe this life-giving at-
mosphere will live and grow up to the stature of men 
and women in Christ Jesus” (Steps to Christ, p. 68).

Th e exchange of air between the plants and us 
is also a symbol of prayer. We should pray with-
out ceasing (1Th essalonians 5:17) as we breathe 
without ceasing. Th e Spirit of Prophecy tells us 
that “prayer is the breath of the soul. It is the 
secret of spiritual power. No other means of grace 
can be substituted, and the health of the soul be 
preserved. Prayer brings the heart into immediate 
contact with the Wellspring of life, and strengthens 
the sinew and muscle of the religious experience. 
Neglect the exercise of prayer, or engage in prayer 
spasmodically, now and then, as seems convenient, 
and you lose your hold on God. Th e spiritual facul-
ties lose their vitality, the religious experience lacks 
health and vigor” (Gospel Workers, pp. 254, 255).

Element 3 – Sunshine
Many experiments have been conducted, the re-

sults of which show that plants cannot live without 
light. Th rough a process known as photosynthesis, 
the leaves of the plant capture the light energy 
from the sun to convert the minerals received 
from water and carbon dioxide into organic mol-
ecules known as carbohydrates. Th us the plant is 
fed and will consequently grow up beautifully and 
symmetrically.

Th e Bible tells us that the Lord is our Sun of 
righteousness, the light of the world (see Psalm 
84:11; Malachi 4:2; John 8:12; 9:5), and “as the 
fl ower turns to the sun, that the bright beams 
may aid in perfecting its beauty and symmetry, so 
should we turn to the Sun of Righteousness, that 
heaven’s light may shine upon us, that our charac-
ter may be developed into the likeness of Christ” 
(Steps to Christ, p. 68).

The Fruit
Aft er receiving these vital elements, the plant 

will certainly mature and produce an abundance 
of fruit (Luke 8:8). So shall it likewise be for us! It 
is not enough to be trees in God’s garden receiving 
from Him all the blessings for our spiritual growth; 
but we must bear fruit. If we truly abide in Christ, 
we will inevitably bear the fruit of the Spirit which 
is love, joy, peace, longsuff ering, gentleness, good-
ness, faith, meekness, and temperance (Galatians 
5:22, 23).

“Just as a good tree will bear good fruit, so will 
the tree that is actually planted in the Lord’s garden 
produce good fruit unto eternal life. Besetting sins 
are overcome; evil thoughts are not allowed in the 
mind; evil habits are purged from the soul temple. 
Th e tendencies which have been biased in a wrong 
direction are turned in a right direction. Wrong 
dispositions and feelings are changed, new princi-
ples of action supplied, and there is a new standard 
of character. Holy tempers and sanctifi ed emotions 
are now the fruit borne upon the Christian tree. 
An entire transformation has taken place. Th is is 
the work to be wrought” (Th e SDA Bible Commen-
tary, [E. G. White Comments], vol. 6, p. 1080).

Conclusion 
“Th e righteous shall fl ourish like the palm tree: 

he shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. Th ose that be 
planted in the house of the Lord shall fl ourish in the 
courts of our God. Th ey shall still bring forth fruit in 
old age” (Psalm 92:12, 13).

Dear youth, as we commence this New Year let us 
examine ourselves. “Let every one inquire, What is 
my condition before God? Is Jesus disappointed in me 
from year to year? Am I a fruitless tree in the Lord’s 
garden? . . . consider, oh! Consider how many years 
you have occupied a place in the garden of the Lord, 
and how little fruit you have borne” (Th e Review and 
Herald, January 12, 1886).

It is my wish and prayer that as we benefi t from 
the vital spiritual elements covered here, we may 
bear much fruit to God’s glory. And when the Lord 
Jesus will look uon us, He shall not fi nd fruit-
less trees (Jeremiah 2:21; Matthew 3:10;  15:13; 
21:18, 19), but fruitful Christian trees. 
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Joseph BatesJoseph Bates
BY KARINA ESPINAL

part 4

On July 8, 1792, in the town 
of Rochester in Plymouth 
County, Massachusetts, was 
born Joseph Bates. He was 
one of the youngest in his 

family, the fi ft h of seven children. Th e 
Bates family and their ancestors had 
been residents of Plymouth County 
for many years. When Joseph was an 
infant, they moved seven miles away to 
New Bedford. Th ere he was to make his 
residence for the next 65 years, before 
eventually moving to Michigan in 1858.

While Joseph was a schoolboy, all he 
thought about was becoming a sailor. 
He would constantly ask his parents to 
let him go to sea, and his hopes sank 
as they continually said no. He wanted 
to see the other side of the world; he 
would oft en wonder what it would look 
like. Finally, the ambitious boy was 
allowed to go on a short trip to Boston 
with his uncle—to cure him—thought 
his parents, but this actually had the op-
posite eff ect. Joseph absolutely loved the 
experience, so the parents reluctantly 
agreed to let him sail. At the age of 15, 
Joseph went on his fi rst voyage to Lon-
don, England, as a cabin boy. Th is was 
the start of a career which was to span 
the next 21 years, as he traveled around 
the world, working his way up from 
seaman to captain. Soon he was sailing 
so much that he hardly saw his fam-
ily. He had many adventures and was a 

captive on many occasions to various 
enemies. 

Meeting a shark
In the Autobiography of Joseph Bates, 

there is a story which proves that God 
was always watching and protect-
ing him. He relates: “In the morning 
(Sunday) a long shark was following us. 
A large piece of meat was fastened to a 
rope and thrown over the stern to tempt 
him to come up a little nearer, that we 
may fasten  him with a barbed iron 
made for such purposes; but no induce-
ment of ours seemed to aff ect him. He 
maintained his position, where he could 
grasp whatever fell from either side of 
the ship. . . .

“Toward the evening of the day 
referred to, when we had ceased our 
fruitless labors to draw the shark away 
from his determined position astern of 
the ship, I ascended to the main-top-
gallant masthead, to ascertain if there 
was any vessel in sight, or anything to 
be seen but sky and water. On my way 
down, having reached about fi ft y feet 
from the deck, and sixty from the water, 
I missed reaching the place which I 
designed grasping with my hand and 
fell backward, striking a rope in my fall, 
which prevented my being dashed upon 
the deck, but whirled me into sea.  As I 
came up on the top of the waves, strug-
gling and panting for breath, I saw at a 
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glance that the ship, my only hope, was passing 
onward beyond my reach.  With the encum-
brance of my thick, heavy, clothing, I exerted 
all my strength to follow. I saw that the captain, 
offi  cers and crew had rushed toward the ship’s 
stern. Th e fi rst offi  cer hurled a coil of rope with 
all his strength, the end of which I caught with 
my hand. He cried out, ‘Hold on!’ I did so until 
they hauled me through the sea to the ship, and 
set my feet upon the deck.

“To the question if I was hurt, I answered, 
‘No.’ Said another, ‘where is the shark?’ I began 
to tremble even as they had done, while they 
were in anxious suspense fearing he would 
grasp me every moment.  Th e thought of the 
shark had never entered my mind while I was 
in the water.  I then crossed over to the other 
side of the ship, and, behold, he was quietly 
gliding along his way with us, not far from the 
side of the vessel seemingly unconscious of our 
gaze. And we did not disturb him in any way; 
for the sailors and passengers were all so glad 
that the cabin boy was rescued, not only from a 
watery grave, but from his ferocious jaws, that 
they had no disposition to trouble him. He was 
soon missing, and we saw him no more. But 
the wonder to all was, how he came to change 
his position to a place where he could neither 
see nor hear what was transpiring on the other 
side and stern of the ship.”1

Captured!
Th ere is another interesting story which the 

seaman relates: “Aft er repairing damages in 
Ireland, we sailed again on our Russian voy-
age. While we were congratulating ourselves 
respecting our narrow escape from shipwreck, 
and for being out of reach of the commodore’s 
guns, two suspicious-looking vessels were 
endeavoring to cut us off  from the shore. Th eir 
canon balls soon began to fall around us, and 
it became advisable for us to round to and let 
them come aboard. Th ey proved to be two 
Danish privateers, who captured and took us to 
Copenhagen, where ship and cargo were fi nally 
condemned, in accordance with Bonaparte’s 
decrees, because of our intercourse with the 
English. To this proposition, we were not all 
agreed.”
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“We were fi nally examined sepa-
rately, my turn coming fi rst. I suppose 
they fi rst called me into court because 
I was the only youth among the sail-
ors. One of the three judges asked me 
in English if I understood the nature 
of an oath. Aft er answering in the af-
fi rmative, he bade me to look at a box 
nearby (about 15 inches long, and 8 
high), and said, ‘Th at box contains a 
machine to cut off  the two forefi ngers 
and thumb of everyone who swears 
falsely here. ‘Now,’ said he, ‘hold up 
your two forefi ngers and thumb on 
your right hand.’ In this manner I was 
sworn to tell the truth, and regardless 
of any consideration, I testifi ed to the 
facts concerning our voyage. 

“Aft erward, when we were permit-
ted to go on board, it was clear enough 
that the ‘little box’ had brought out the 
truthful testimony from all; viz., that we 
had been wrecked by running against 
an island of ice fourteen days from New 
York; refi tted in Ireland, aft er which 
we joined the British convoy, and were 
captured by the privateers. Aft er this, 
some of our crew, as they were return-
ing from a walk where they had been 
viewing the prison, said that some 
of the prisoners thrust their hands 
through the gratings, to show them that 
they had lost the two forefi ngers and 
thumb of their right hand. Th ey were a 
crew of Dutchmen, who were likewise 
taken, and had sworn falsely. We now 
felt thankful for another narrow escape 
by telling the truth.”2

Conversion to Christ
On February 15, 1818, when 

Joseph Bates was twenty-six years 
old, he married Miss Prudence M., 
daughter of Captain Obed Nye. Th ey 
had 5 children. 

Six years aft er they were married, 
in 1824, aft er studying the New Testa-
ment that his wife had given him, 
the sea captain surrendered his life 
to Christ. Th at same year he made a 
promise to God that he would never 
drink tea or coff ee. 

Joseph Bates had always liked 
astronomy. His interest grew when 
during the night of November 13, 
1833, the bedroom lit up almost as 
bright as day. He saw the falling of 
the stars, like he had never seen be-
fore. Many people in the cities, and 
sailors on the night watch, all saw 
the falling of the stars.

Bates was in the process of devel-
oping a property for an industrial 
school when he accepted the teaching 
of William Miller on the soon com-
ing of Christ. It was at this time that 
he chose to retire from his career on 
the high seas to become a respected 
evangelist and spiritual leader among 
the Advent believers. Pouring all his 
energies into the cause of truth, in 
1843 he soon was to stand among the 
thousands to experience the Great 
Disappointment when Christ did not 
return at the time they had hoped. 

A Sabbathkeeping
evangelist

In 1845, through Bible study, 
Bates was providentially led to an 
understanding of the truth concern-
ing the seventh-day Sabbath. In 
Washington, New Hampshire, he en-
countered a group of Adventists who 
had begun to observe the seventh 
day. Th eir testimony propelled him 
to begin teaching this precious truth. 

In 1846, Bates published a 48-page 
tract on the Sabbath truth. In 1848, he 
was present at the Sabbath Conferences 
where important Bible teachings were 
presented by Sabbathkeeping Adven-
tists—important teachings which were 
to form the platform of the Seventh-
day Adventist faith. 

In 1861, Bates was to serve as the 
fi rst president for the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist local conference in Michigan. 

At one time, Prudence Bates had 
thought her husband to be an impulsive 
enthusiast with regard to the message, 
but she had eventually caught up and 
joined him in his faith. When she died 
in August 1870, he was devastated. Th ey 

had been together for over fi ft y years. 
But even this mournful loss did not 
stop the intrepid sea captain from work. 
He continued his labors until the very 
month of his own death at the age of 79 
years, just fi ve months short of his 80th

birthday.  
Th e physical endurance which 

had enabled this respected Advent 
pioneer to achieve such a ripe old 
age was largely due to his simple diet 
and temperate habits. Whatever he 
undertook, Captain Bates did well, 
and with wholeheartedness.

When Joseph stopped using tobac-
co and drinking alcohol. He stopped 
forever; he did not use them again. 
He put all he had into God’s work. He 
was very successful and many people 
turned to Jesus. As soon as he real-
ized about the Sabbath of the fourth 
commandment, he started keeping the 
next Sabbath. 

He was one of the fi rst people to 
organize a temperance society in the 
United States. Joseph Bates was spiri-
tual and courageous. He was to sacri-
fi ce anything when the need arose. We 
are thankful to God for the Captain 
apostle of the Sabbath truth.  

Sources: 
1 Th e Autobiography of Joseph Bates, pp. 24–26
2 Ibid., pp. 32–34.

After studying the New Testament that 
his wife had given him, the sea captain 
surrendered his life to Christ.
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One early experience treasured by many a child or youth is that of 
building a snowman. In cold areas where snow falls, it’s fun to 
form a ball of snow and then roll it over and over again across 
the ground until more and more snow collects around it. Th e 
snowball gets bigger and bigger as what is known as “the snow-
ball eff ect” makes it grow in size. 

When something is said to “snowball,” it grows very quickly in size or in-
tensity. When building a snowman, this is a happy event. A typical snowman 
design might use three sizes of snowball—a giant snowball on the bottom for 
the lower torso, a medium one in the middle for the upper torso, and a smaller 
one on top for the head. Th e fi nishing touches might be sticks for arms, rocks 
for eyes and “coat” buttons, a carrot for a nose, raisins for a smile, and a hat on 
top. In this case, the “snowball” eff ect of having seen something grow and grow 
brings happiness to the heart of a child. Th e joy of creating something even as 
simple as a snowman is just one gift  from the great Creator in whose image we 
ourselves are formed. 

Th e “snowball” eff ect does not always involve such a happy ending, however. 
Th e problem of one little sin in the life can snowball into catastrophe. Th ink of 
the tragedy which occurred in the life of our fi rst parents, Adam and Eve. Th eir 
“little” sin snowballed into decay, destruction, sorrow, pain, and death. 

So, we need to be very careful about how and what we build. Raw materials 
are available to us, and the choices we make early in life should build up to a 
happy ending. People familiar with music know about the “crescendo”—a part 
that builds and builds, increasing in volume, oft en to become “fortissimo”—an 
Italian term for “very strong.” Wouldn’t you like your life to conclude on such 
a positive note? Th e raw materials with which we have to work are those daily 
choices and habits which aff ect our future. Choices such as: Th e way we spend 
our spare time, whom we select as friends, and how we plan our educational 
goals—these all contribute to the man or woman we will become. Why not 
allow our Creator to help us build the very best creation possible? And let’s be 
sure to avoid the opposite snowball eff ect of guilt, lies, and destruction. 

“One brick upon another,
and the highest wall is made; 

One fl ake upon another,
and the deepest snow is laid. 

“Patient continuance in well-doing—this is to be our motto. We are to put 
forth persevering eff ort, advancing step by step until the race is run, the vic-
tory gained” (Testimonies, vol. 7, p. 235). Th at’s the best way to live, regardless 
of the “weather” we may have to face—rain, sunshine, sleet, or snow. 

Learning From a 
SnowSnowman

From
the Editor
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HeirshipHeirship
Little store of wealth have I,Little store of wealth have I,

    Not a rod of land I own;    Not a rod of land I own;
Nor a mansion fair and high,Nor a mansion fair and high,

    Built with towers of fretted stone;    Built with towers of fretted stone;
Stocks, nor bonds, nor title-deeds,Stocks, nor bonds, nor title-deeds,

    Flocks nor herds have I to show;    Flocks nor herds have I to show;
When I ride, no Arab steedsWhen I ride, no Arab steeds

    Toss for me their manes of snow.    Toss for me their manes of snow.

I have neither pearls nor gold,I have neither pearls nor gold,
    Massive plate, nor jewels rare;    Massive plate, nor jewels rare;

Broidered silks of worth untold,Broidered silks of worth untold,
    Nor rich robes a queen might wear.    Nor rich robes a queen might wear.

In my garden’s narrow boundIn my garden’s narrow bound
    Flaunts no costly tropic blooms,    Flaunts no costly tropic blooms,

Lading all the air aroundLading all the air around
    With a weight of rare perfumes.    With a weight of rare perfumes.

Yet to an immense estateYet to an immense estate
    Am I heir, by grace of God—    Am I heir, by grace of God—

Richer, grander than doth waitRicher, grander than doth wait
    Any earthly monarch’s nod.    Any earthly monarch’s nod.

Heir of all the ages, I,Heir of all the ages, I,
    Heir of all that they have wrought,    Heir of all that they have wrought,

All their store of empire high,All their store of empire high,
    All their wealth of precious thought.    All their wealth of precious thought.

Every golden deed of theirsEvery golden deed of theirs
    Sheds its luster on my way;    Sheds its luster on my way;

All their labors, all their prayers,All their labors, all their prayers,
    Sanctify this present day!    Sanctify this present day!

Heir to all that they have earnedHeir to all that they have earned
    By their passion and their tears,    By their passion and their tears,

Heir of all that they have learnedHeir of all that they have learned
    Th rough the weary, toiling years;    Th rough the weary, toiling years;

Heir of all the faith sublimeHeir of all the faith sublime
    On whose wings we soar to Heaven;    On whose wings we soar to Heaven;

Heir of every hope that timeHeir of every hope that time
    To earth’s fainting sons hath given!    To earth’s fainting sons hath given!

Aspirations pure and high—Aspirations pure and high—
    Strength to dare and to endure—    Strength to dare and to endure—

Heir of all the ages, I,Heir of all the ages, I,
    Lo! I am no longer poor!    Lo! I am no longer poor!

—Anonymous—Anonymous
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